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Summary of Contents. 
French Tariff Revision Bill. (Pages i-xvi.) 


With this issue of the ‘‘ Journal ’’ we publish a com- 
plete translation of the Bill for the partial revision of 
the French Customs Tariff and the schedule of pro- 

ed new duties with the alterations recommended by 
the Customs Commission of the Chamber of Deputies. 








Mexican Industry and Commerce. (Page 272.) 

The position of silver and of petroleum and the trade 
boycott by churchpeople have all helped to produce 
business depression in Mexico, and, writes Mr. E. C. 
Buxton, British Commercial Secretary at Mexico 
City, it is difficult to suggest when it is likely to give 
place to better conditions, though when signs of 
improvement appear United Kingdom firms would be 
well advised to send representatives to study the 
market. 


Ecuador’s Economic Rehabilitation. (Page 273.) 
After years of grave economic depression and finan- 
cial crisis, Ecuador, writes the British Consul-General 
at Quito, would now appear to be on the threshold of 
a new era of prosperity. 


quan 





Scrap Iron and Steel from France. (Page 274.) 

As last year, a total of 30,000 metric tons of scrap 
iron and steel has been allocated for distribution 
among United Kingdom importers during 1928 by 
arrangement with the French Government. We ex- 
plain the procedure necessary to secure a portion of 
this metal. 





British Industries Fair. (Page 276.) 

The visits of Their Majesties the King ana Queen to 
the Birmingham Section and of the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress of London to the White City are 
briefly recorded. 


qumzat, — 


British Trade with India. (Page 278.) 

Returns for the month of December last show that 
the share of the United Kingdom in India’s import 
trade fell to 44 per cent. of the whole from 46 per 
cent. a year before, while her share of exports declined 
to 26 per cent. from 30 per cent. 








Estonian Trade in 1927. (Page 281.) 


For the third year in succession Estonia has achieved 
an active trade balance, her foreign trade turnover 
having continued to increase and production to expand 
in such a manner that the visible surplus of exports 
over imports has grown to nearly 10 per cent. of the 
value of the latter. 





Trade Prospects in El Salvador. (Page 281.) 


Politics and the coffee crop are the main influences 
affecting business in the Republic of El Salvador. If 
these continue favourable, writes the British Consul 
at San Salvador, the country should be in a position 
to resume the normal movement of progress which was 
checked early last year. 





Tripolitanian Trade Outlook. (Page 282.) 


In the last four years great strides have been made 
in consolidating this Italian colony. The revaluation 
of the lira, however, has prejudiced trade, having left 
merchants with stocks greatly reduced in value. 





Openings for British Trade. (Page 286.) 


Attention is drawn to this section, in which tenders 
are being called for in Australia, British India, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Egypt, Siam and Turkey. 
Other opportunities for the extension of British trade 
are afforded in this section of the ‘‘ Journal.’’ 








The Board of Trade. 


PARLIAMENTARY PRIVATE SECRETARIES. 

Mr. Herbert G. Williams, M.P., Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade, has appointed Mr. 
J. A. Tinne, M.P., to be his Parliamentary Private 
Secretary. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES. 


BUTTON, PIN, HOOK AND EYE, AND SNAP 
FASTENER COMMITTEE. 

The Committee will hold further meetings in the main 
conference room, Board of Trade, Great George Street, 
London, 8.W. 1, on Friday, 2nd March, at 4.30 p.m, 
and Saturday, 3rd March, at 10.30 a.m. 











SAFEGUARDING OF KEY INDUSTRIES, 
LACTIC ACID: MICROMETERS. 


Representations have been made to the Board of 
Trade under Section 10 (5) of the Finance Act, 1926, 
regarding lactic acid which satisfies the requirements of 
the British Pharmacopeeia ; and micrometers, including 
micrometer heads and micrometer measuring machines. 

Section 10 (5) of the Finance Act, 1926, is as 
follows :— 

‘The Treasury may by order exempt from the 
duty imposed by section one of the Safeguarding of 
Industries Act, 1921, as amended by this Act, for 
such period as may be specified in the order, any 
article in respect of which the Board of Trade are 
satisfied on a representation made by a consumer of 
that article that the article is not made in any part 
of His Majesty’s Dominions in quantities which are 
substantial having regard to the consumption of that 
article for the time being in the United Kingdom, and 
that there is no reasonable probability that the 
article will within a reasonable period be made in His 
Majesty’s Dominions in such substantial quantities.”’ 
Any person desiring to communicate with the Board 

of Trade with respect to these representations should 
do so by letter addressed to the Principal Assistant 
Secretary, Industries and Manufactures Department, 
Board of Trade, Great George Street, London, 8.W.1, 
within one month from the date of this notice. 





MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926. 


ENQUIRIES. 
SureicaL, MepicaL, DENTAL AND VETERINARY INSTRU- 
MENTS AND DENTAL SUPPLIES AND DENTAL FURNITURE. 
The Enquiry as to whether the above-mentioned goods 
should bear an indication of origin will be held by the 

Standing Committee (General Merchandise) at 11.30 

a.m. on Monday next, 5th March, and at 10.30 a.m. on 

Tuesday, 6th March, in Room 76, First Floor, Board of 

Trade Offices, Great George Street, London, S.W. I. 

The following is a list of the goods in question :— 

(a) Imported surgical, medical, dental and veteri- 
nary instruments made wholly or mainly of metal, 
finished or unfinished, and parts thereof, including 
any such instruments which are fitted with optical 
elements or electrical illuminants ; 

(b) Imported surgical, medical, dental and veteri- 
nary appliances of all descriptions, finished or un- 
finished, and parts thereof, not including artificial 
eyes ; 

%) Imported aseptic hospital furniture of all 
descriptions made wholly or mainly of metal, includ- 
ing operation and examination tables and chairs, 
instrument and dressing tables, ward lockers, instru- 
ment and dressing cabinets, sterilisers for instrument 
dressings and bowls; — 

(d) Imported dental supplies of all descriptions, 
other than dental glassware ; . 

(e) Imported dental furniture of all descriptions, 
including dental chairs, as well as bases, bodies and 
head-rests therefor, instrument tables, lockers, dental 
cabinets, and dental cuspidors. 
Norz.—The words ‘‘dental glassware’’ were inad- 

vertently omitted from paragraph (d) of the notice which 

appeared in our issue of last week. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 


REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 
CABLES AND WIRES. 

With reference to the notice published in the 
“Journal ”’ of 1st September, 1927, regarding the refer- 
ence made to the Standing Committee under the Mer- 
chandise Marks Act, 1926, in respect of— 

(1) Imported electric cables, insulated, of all descrip- 


tions ; 
(2) Imported electric wires, insulated, of all descrip- 


tions, : 

the Board give notice that a Report has been made by 
the Committee in respect of the above classes and 
descriptions of goods. 

The Report is being published, and may be purchased 
either directly from H.M. Stationery Office at the fol- 
lowing addresses:—(1) Adastral House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C. 2; (2) 120, George Street, Edinburgh ; 
() York Street, Manchester; (4) 1, St. Andrew’s 

rescent, Cardiff; (5) 15, Donegall Square West, Bel- 
fast, or through any bookseller. 








COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 
We give below a statement of the coal output and the 
number of wage-earners at the mines in Great Britain 
for the week ended 18th February, together with the 
































figures for the previous week : — 
Week ended Week ended 
11th February. 18th February. 
Districts. wy, - 
a 8 

Output. Seen Output. Ea io a 

Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland ...{ 261,800 45,700 | 270,500 45,500 
Durham... eee | 726,800 125,800 713,200 125,900 
Yorkshire ... --»| 972,300 | 184,900 | 990,900 | 183,700 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales; 416,900 99,000 | 403,900 98,400 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ...| 592,800 | 123,600 | 604,900 | 123,200 
Stafford, Worcester, 
Salop and Warwick| 375,300 84,700 | 382,700 83,900 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire ...; 875,500 | 172,700 | 875,300 | 171,300 
Other English Dis- 
tricts*  ... --- | 116,600 27,200 | 108,600 27,200 
Scotland 682,400 | 102,200 | 685,300 | 102,400 
‘Total - . 15,020,400 | 965,800 {5,035,300 | 961,500 











* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset; 
and Kent. 





FORTHCOMING MINING EXAMINATIONS. 


Examinations for First and Second Class Certificates 
of Competency as Managers and Under-Managers of 
Mines will be held on 23rd and 24th May at Edinburgh, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Sheffield, Wigan, Cardiff and 
Birmingham. 

The written part of an Examination for Certificates 
of Qualification as Surveyors of Mines will be held at the 
Same centres on 24th May. 

Applications for the necessary forms should be made 
not later than 11th April. In order that the appro- 
priate forms may be sent it is important that candidates 
should state whether they have already sat at one of 
the Board’s Examinations. 

Letters should be addressed to the Secretary, Board 
for Mining Examinations, Mines Department, Dean 
Stanley Street, Millbank, London, S.W. 1. 


MERCANTILE MARINE. 


ENGAGEMENTS OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
SEAMEN. 

Engagements of British and foreign seamen at 

mercantile marine offices in Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, but excluding those engaged at ports in the 
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Irish Free State, during 1927, numbered 569,488 as 
compared with 539,736 and 541,167 respectively in the 
two previous years. The following tables give 
particulars of the engagements, by quarters, during 
1927, together with the comparative figures for 1926 and 
1925 : — 








































































































1927. 
March June September December. 
Particulars. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. 
| Per | | Per | Per Per 
No. |cent.| No. (cent. No. | cent.) No. | cent. 
British, other than | oes 
Asiatics and 
Africans --- }116,536' 93°9, 145,122) 95°0, 150,151) 94°7| 127,142) 94°8 
Foreigners, other | | | | 
than Asiatics and | 
Africans --| $8,421) 2°8 8,725) 2°4 3,926) 2°5| 3,007) 2°2 
Chinese eee 401) O03 273, O°2 544, O0°3 526, 0°4 
Arabs eee | 1,947) 1°6} «1,788 1°2 1,909] 1°2) 1,516) 1°1 
Other Asiatics and | 
Airicans | 1,745} 1°4) 1,878) 1°2 1,990] 1°38] 1,946} 1°5 
Total ... i 124,050, 100) 152,781) 100 158,520; 100/ 134,137} 100 
1926. 
March | June =| September | December 
Particulars. Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. 
| Per ' Per Per Per 
No. |cent.; No. cent., No. | cent.; No. | cent. 
British, other than ! | | 
Asiatics and| | | 
Africans .-» | 114,702) 98°61) 125,904 95°57) 145,975/94°53) 128,985) 94°62 
Foreigners, other | | | 
than Asiatics and | / 
Africans vee | 3,270; 2°67; 3,011) 2°29 3,930) 2°54) 3,255) 2°48 
Chinese... cco | 377; O31 248' 0°19 372! O24 492} 0°37 
Arabs a on 1,947; 1°59 1,066) 0°80 1,861; 1°21; 1,593) 1°22 
Other Asiatics and | 
Africans e+ | 2,287) 1°82) 1,510) 1°15, 2,287} 1°48) 1,714; 1°31 
Total ... — «..| 122,533) 100/ 131,739] 100 154,425) 100) 181,039) 100 
1925. 
: March | June | September | December 
Particulars. Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. Quarter. 
Per Per Per Per 
No. cent. No. | cent.) No. cent.} No. | cent. 
Brtish, other than 
Asiatics and | ; | 
Africans .-- |114,800) 94°35 132,000 94°78) 144,010 94°56) 119,770) 93°64 
Foreigners, other | | 
than Asiatics and m 
Africans ows 3,097; 2°55 3,451 2°48) 3,858 2°53) 3,392) 2°65 
Chinese... ote 485; 0°40 544 0°39 434 0°29 572) 0°45 
Arabs én one 1,583} 1°30 1,636 1°17) 2,063 1°35) 2,005) 1°57 
Other Asiatics and 
Africans ue 1,709) 1°40 1,645 1°18) 1,938 1°27) 2,175) 1°69 
Total ... . |121,674| 100 139,276, 100/152,303' 100/127,914} 100 




















It should be noted that the foregoing figures relate to 
engagements and not to individual seamen ; if a particu- 
lar seaman were engaged twice during the period he 
would be counted twice in the totals. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


VISIT OF H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONER IN 
NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 
16th February (page 204), the Department of Overseas 
Trade announce that Mr. L. B. Beale, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in New Zealand, will be available at the offices 
of the Department from Monday, 12th March, until the 
end of the month for the purpose of interviewing firms 
interested in the export of British goods to New Zealand. 
Mr. Beale will later visit a number of the principal com- 
mercial centres of the United Kingdom. 

Firms desiring interviews with Mr. Beale in London 
should apply at once to the Comptroller-General, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1, quoting the reference D.O.T.343/1/28. 





BELGIAN SUGAR OUTPUT. 

The British Commercial Secretary at Brussels has for- 
warded to the Department particulars, published in the 
‘‘ Moniteur Belge,’’ of Belgian sugar during January, 
which show the output of factories to have been 433,000 
kilogs.; the production of refineries, 16,222,360 kilogs. ; 
stocks at the end of the month, 150,701,494 kilogs. ; and 
the month’s consumption, 13,123,276 kilogs. 
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Special Articles. 





MEXICO 





INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL POSITION, 


The largest silver producing country in the world, 
Mexico has felt the effects of the drop in the price of 
the metal, and representations have not been wanting 
as to the difficulties experienced in complying with the 
new Mining Code, writes Mr. E. C. Buxton, British 
Commercial Secretary at Mexico City, in his *Report. 
It has been pointed out that the exigencies of labour and 
increased taxation have not only been felt by those 
mining companies whose output mainly consists of silver, 
but these adverse factors have influenced the operations 
of concerns engaged in mining and smelting copper, 
lead and zinc. 

The new Petroleum Law passed at the end of 1925 
has also been strongly objected to by the principal oil 
companies with regard to some of its provisions; the 
outcome of test cases as to the judicial interpretation 
of the clauses which are regarded as_ threatening 
acquired rights, and, therefore confiscatory, are awaited 
with anxiety by the interests concerned. In the mean- 
time production in the oil fields has waned considerably. 

Other industries have felt the effects of a marked 
contraction in demand, and the suggested terms of the 
new Labour Law have caused a good deal of concern, 
while the actual operation of the Boards of Conciliation 
and Arbitration to which disputes between employer and 
employed must be referred, has pointed to the possibility 
of the procedure being modified in the light of the 
experience gained. 

The expropriation of lands under the provisions of the 
Agrarian Law has continued, and with the passing of 
communal lands from the hands of the former owners, 
and the prospects of other properties being subdivided, 
interest in rural holdings on the part of investors has 
declined. 

Imports have fallen off, and in spite of increased tariff 
rates in numerous cases and higher Consular invoice 
fees Customs receipts are threatened with a large 
shrinkage. Furthermore, the decreased activities in 
the oilfields and refineries and a consequent diminution 
in export duties have accentuated the reduction in 
Customs revenue. This contraction, and the drop in 
revenue from other sources, including the oil pro- 
duction tax, prompted the Administration to amend 
the Budget estimates for 1927. 

The protest of many elements of the Roman Catholic 
Church against the enforcement of measures which they 
regarded as threatening religious freedom has likewise 
exercised a certain influence on the crisis in industry 
and commerce. As from Ist August, 1926, an 
economic boycott was declared against the purchase of 
anything but bare essentials, and while in the course 
of time the movement has lost much of its original 
intensity, there is no doubt but that the support the 
idea received from many churchpeople has contributed 
towards curtailing the turnover of numerous merchants 
and storekeepers. 

For many months past exchange on London and New 
York has been unfavourable to Mexican funds, a 
depreciation which has been accentuated by the heavy 
discount on silver currency, thereby increasing the cost 
of imported commodities in terms of silver currency, 
which is the circulating medium of the multitude. 





* Report on the Economic and Financial Conditions in Mexico, 
dated November, 1927, by E. C. Buxton, Commercial Secretary, 
Mexico City. Published for the Department of Overseas Trade 
by H.M. Stationery Office. Price 2s. net, 2s. 2d. post free. 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 


Many sections of the highways are being improved hy 
the Federal Government and by the authorities of sever,) 
of the States, and great expectations are centred in th. 
irrigation works which form part of President Calle 
programme of economic development. 

The campaign designed to encourage consumers to gig 
preference to Mexican manufactures and productg ha; 
been actively pursued during the last few months, and 
it has beeg announced that the Tariff Commission ig ty 
study the possibility of affording home production eyey 
a greater measure of protection than hitherto. 

In the meantime it is difficult to suggest when the 
trade depression, which has been so widespread for many 
months past, is likely to give place to better conditions, 

In the Budget for 1927, as originally drafted, revenue 
was estimated at 308 million pesos, and expenditure of 
217 million pesos, plus 70 million pesos for the servicg 
of the public debt, was provided for. Subsequently, 
40 million pesos were added to the proposed expenditure, 
of which 30 million pesos were for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the Federal Government’s programme of 
economic development in the shape of highways 
construction and irrigation works. At the same time it 
was suggested that it might be possible to balance the 
budget by means of additional taxation. | However, 
at a later date the Executive decided that, in view of 
the burden brought forward from 1926, added to the 
fact that receipts from such sources as import and export 
duties and taxation on mining, oil and other natural 
resources were far short of the sums estimated, a 
reduction in expenditure in all Government Departments 
was imperative in order to reduce the deficit to a mini- 
mum; it is understood that this should not exceed 35 
million pesos at the end of the year. 


FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN MEXICco. 


For upwards of 70 years before the fall of President 
Diaz in 1911 there had been a steady flow of capital 
from abroad into Mexico for the construction of rail- 
ways, harbour works and other public improvements, 
as well as for the development of the country’s enormous 
wealth in silver and other metals and for the exploitation 
of its oilfields. Mexico’s potential wealth in minerals 
is immense, but the help of outside capital to extract, 
convert and market those riches in vast quantities, 
thereby giving employment to large numbers of 
individuals and heavily contributing to the national 
treasury in the form of taxes, royalties and export duties, 
was as necessary half a century or more ago as it is to-day. 

The pre-war investments of British capital in Mexico 
have been estimated at one hundred million pounds, 
more than half of which was absorbed by railways, while 
the remainder was invested approximately as follows:— 
Public debt 6-6, banks 1:5, land 7-5, mining 7-5, rubber 
1:7, petroleum 1:7, electric light and power and tram- 
ways 13-5, other industrial and commercial ventures 85 
(millions of pounds in each instance). 

American capital has found its way into Mexico on 4 
large scale and for a variety of progressive purposes, 
but it is not suggested that more than a small portion 
has been invested in Mexico in very recent years, and 
it would seem reasonable to assume that most was laid 
out before the controversies concerning oil legislation 
and land legislation arose. 

French capital in Mexico is identified with numerous 
industrial enterprises and commercial ventures of 
importance, while in the cases of German nationals and 
Spaniards it would appear that preference is shown for 
commerce rather than for actual manufacturing 
activities, and the prominence of German and Spanish 
business houses in the import trade is well known. 
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No figures are available as to the earnings of the sub- 
stantial amount of British capital which has contributed 
in no small measure to the development of the country’s 
resources, but if the return has fallen short of expect- 
ations, and the immediate prospects are uncertain, there 
would seem to be no reason why, in the course of time, 
those investments should not yield a more remunerative 
rate of interest. 


TRADE: THE MARKET £OR BritTisH Goops. 


Numerous United Kingdom firms have been repre- 
snted in the Mexican market by prominent local 
individuals and firms for many years past, and it is but 
fair to say that credit is due to the local representatives 
for much of the business which has resulted. The 
average value of British imports into Mexico during 
the seven years ended 3lst December, 1926, was just 
under 30 million pesos, or, say, some £3,000,000 per 
annum, a figure which represented 7-8 of the average 
total yearly imports during that period. 

Although the immediate prospects of substantially 
increasing this share are pot very favourable at the 
present time of economic depression, it is suggested that 
as soon ag signs of an improvement appear, United 
Kingdom firms who may be desirous of extending the sale 
of their manufactures in Mexico would be well advised 
to send representatives to study the market and, if 
necessary, to appoint a local agent. If the travelling 
representative, having satisfied himself that his principals 
may reasonably expect to create a demand for their 
manufactures, experiences difficulty in the matter of 
appointing a suitable agent locally, it is felt that 
attention should then be given to the desirability of 
opening a branch in Mexico and of carrying stocks here. 
Group representation also suggests itself, whereby several 
firms could conduct an extensive sales campaign, with 
stocks ready for immediate delivery, at lower overhead 
charges than if the houses acted individually. It is not 
even hinted, however, that any arrangements of these 
kinds, demanding considerable outlay for salaries, wages, 
rents, travelling expenses and advertising in addition to 
interest, depreciation and an allowance for bad debts, 
étc., should be entertained, until the market has been 
investigated thoroughly by the interests concerned. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that British goods are 
regarded with favour in Mexico, but in the majority of 
instances their sale depends perhaps more on whether 
the price compares favourably with that of similar goods 
from other countries and upon the equally important 
factor of credit, than upon outstanding merits of dura- 
bility. The purchasing power per capita is very small, 
and while foreign capital continues to remain aloof any 
improvement in the standard of living will develop 
slowly. 

Reverting to the question of local representation, it 
will be appreciated that the man on the spot, while almost 
indispensable in the course of ordinary trading, 
frequently is of even greater importance when Govern- 
ment contracts are offering, because the present 
administration prefers to place such contracts locally, 
whenever possible, rather than commission officials to 
effect purchases for Government account abroad. How- 
ever, it is understood that this does not apply to 
armament and other military, naval or air service equip- 
ment and supplies, nor does it seem likely that the 
practice of buying in the United States the locomotives 
and other rolling stock and material for the National 
Railways will be abandoned. 

Many agents for the sale of British manufactures in 
the Mexican market belong to the Central British 
Chamber of Commerce in Mexico, an organisation which 
also comprises British individuals, firms and companies, 
engaged in commerce and industry in this Republic and 
in the United Kingdom. Membership is divided into 
two classes, active and associate, and members residing 
in the interior or abroad can keep in touch with the 
Chamber’s activities by means of the monthly Bulletin. 
of which there are two editions, ono printed in English 
and the other in Spanish. The Chamber has nearly 
+ Score of honorary correspondents is as many parts of 
6x1CoO. 
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ECUADOR. 





ECONOMIC REHABILITATION. 


The period covering the years 1926 and 1927 was an 
eventful one from a political as well as from an economic 
point of view, writes Mr. W. C. Graham, British Consul- 
General at Quito. Early in 1926 the Provisional 
Government resigned, and Dr. Isidro Ayora was 
entrusted with the administration of the country as Pro- 
visional President, with all the necessary powers invested 
in a Dictator. It is under his leadership that Ecuador 
is reorganising each and every branch of its administra- 
tion and introducing substantial reforms in public life. 
For this purpose, and with considerable economic sacri- 
fice, the services of Professor E. W. Kemmerer’s Finan- 
cial Mission were engaged, arriving in Ecuador in 
October, 1926. The various projects submitted by the 
Mission for the economic rehabilitation of the country 
have been duly approved, and are now being put into 
effect with the assistance of four American experts, who 
hold the following positions: —Comptroller-General, 
Superintendent of Banks, Director-General of Custom 
Houses, and Adviser of the Central Bank of Ecuador. 

The principal measures of a financial and commercial 
character introduced by the Government are as follows: 

Law Regarding Customs’ Documents Originating 
Abroad (10th February, 1927).—This deals with the 
preparation of documents required for the clearance of 
merchandise imported through Ecuadorean Custom 
Houses, i.e., ships’ manifests, parcels way-bills, bills of 
lading, and consular invoices. 

Law Creating the ‘‘ Central Bank of Ecuador ’’ (4th 
March 1927).—This institution was officially opened for 
business on 10th August last, and enjoys the exclusive 
privilege of issuing notes. Its principal functions are to 
provide a sound currency, conserve the money market, 
and to aid member banks in time of crisis. Its capital— 
fixed at a maximum of ten million sucres—is subscribed 
by all commercial banks in the country to the extent of 
15 per cent. of their paid-up capital and reserve funds, 
and by the general public in shares of one hundred 
sucres. All Government funds are centralised by this 
bank. 

New ‘‘ Monetary Law ”’ (4th March, 1927).—Under 
this Law Ecuador has returned to the gold standard, its 
currency stabilised at the rate of five sucres per 
American dollar, the previous legal par value of the 
sucre being 24 pence sterling, or 48°665 cents United 
States currency, in accordance with the Monetary Law 
of 1898. The name of the sucre has been retained for 
the monetary unit, but its fine gold content has been 
decreased from °73224 grammes to ‘30093 grammes, a 
reduction in fine gold of 41 per cent. Gold coins now 
consist of the denominations of 25 and 50 sucres, known 
as one condor and two condors, respectively. The 
condor weighs 8-35925 grammes, with a millesimal fine- 
ness of 900 and a fine gold content of 7°523325 grammes. 
The silver coins now consist of the two sucres, with a 
gross weight of 10 grammes, a millesimal fineness of 720, 
and a silver content of 7-2 grammes; the one sucre; and 
the half-sucre, or 50 centavos. The Law of August, 
1914, providing for a Moratorium, is repealed, and 
there is now no prohibition, restriction or charges of any 
kind on the exportation of gold and silver. 

‘‘ Organic Law of Customs ’”’ (26th April, 1927).— 
This Law provides for an efficient centralised control of 
all Customs’ operations and for a complete reorganisa- 
tion of the administration under a Director-General of 
Customs. 

Customs Tariff (6th June, 1927).—The new tariff 
came into effect on Ist July last, and provides for a more 
detailed classification of articles, as far as possible 
according to their component parts. Customs’ duties, 
estimated at 20. million sucres for the year 1928, are 
being collected in strict accordance with the new tariff 
and regulations, doing away with former irregularities, 
such as smuggling and misappropriation of funds. 

General Banking Law (6th September, 1927).—This 
provides for a general reorganisation of commercial and 
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mortgage banks on a solid foundation and under the 
strict control of the Superintendent of Banks. 


StaTeE FINANCE. 


The Comptroller-General submitted for the Govern- 
ment’s approval a project of law reorganising treasuries 
and other posts handling public funds, which has been 
accepted and is now being enforced. The Exchequer 
closed the year 1926 with a surplus of nearly six million 
sucres, revenue totalling 44,856,457 sucres, and expen- 
diture 38,892,040 sucres. 

It is the earnest desire of the President to consolidate, 
in the very near future, Ecuador’s total external debt, 
and steps are being taken to secure a loan in Kuropean 
countries. Owing principally to the establishment of 
the Central Bank and the compulsory transfer of gold 
by commercial banks at the old par rate of 10 sucres per 
pound sterling, the Government has been able to cancel 
a large part of its obligation to local banking institu- 
tions, and the public debt has thus been considerably 
reduced. 

The Public Debt as on 30th November, 1927, totalled 
116,630,188 sucres, made up of 98,791,616 sucres Ex- 
ternal Debt, and 17,838,571 sucres Internal Debt. 

A Budget was to be submitted early this year pro- 
viding for an expenditure of approximately 50 million 
sucres, and the following sums are stated to have been 
earmarked :—Five million sucres for the external debt 
in arrears, two million sucres to cancel the bonds of the 
internal debt, and a million sucres for the creation of 
a general reserve fund. The Budget also provides for 
a general increase of salaries of all Government servants, 
including the army and navy. 


CREDIT AND TRADE. 


The stringency of money relaxed considerably during 
the latter part of 1927 as the result of the activities of 
the Central Bank of Ecuador, discounts being granted 
at 9 per cent. to member banks and 10 per cent. to the 
public. Before the establishment of the Central Bank 
all discounts were effected to the public by commercial 
banks at 12 per cent. per annum. 

Imports into Ecuador during 1926 were valued at 
47,073,069 sucres, and exports from the country at 
63,571,110 sucres, a decrease in the total trade of 13-39 
per cent. as compared with 1925, due principally to the 
‘‘ witchbroom ”’ disease throughout the cocoa planta- 
tions and to the depreciated value of ivory nuts in 
foreign markets. 

Returns for the half-year ended 30th June last show 
imports valued at 27,488,861 sucres, and exports valued 
at 40,682,162 sucres, the shares of the principal 
countries in the foreign trade being:—The United 
States, imports from 14,745,996 sucres, exports to 
11,351,761 sucres; Great Britain, imports from 
4,440,723 sucres, exports to 1,568,187 sucres; Germany, 
imports from 2,660,278 sucres, exports to 5,264,441 
sucres; France, imports from 907,909 sucres, exports to 
6,214,182 sucres; Holland, imports from 518,090 sucres, 
exports to 4,877,428 sucres; and Canada, exports to 
2,521,246 sucres. 

The chief imports were: Foodstuffs, 6,980,308 sucres; 
textiles, 4,882,241 sucres; machinery, 3,231,073 sucres; 
and hardware, 3,076,973 sucres; while the principal 
exports were: Cocoa, 25,971,855 sucres; Toquilla hats 
(known as Panama), 3,211,220 sucres; crude oil, 
2,523,046 sucres; and ivory nuts, 2,217,474 sucres. 


Matcu Monopo ty. 


A very important event, from an economic point of 
view, occurred in November last, when the Swedish 
Match Company (Svenska Tandsticks Aktiebolaget), of 
Stockholm, secured the exclusive right to import and 
manufacture matches in the Republic for a period of 25 
years. Under the form of a loan the Government were 
to receive from the above-mentioned concern on Ist 
January, 1928, ten million sucres, represented by 40,000 
bonds of 50,000 dollars each. These bonds, bearing 
interest at 8 per cent. per annum, have been subscribed 
by an American banking house at 88 per cent. of their 
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nominal value. The proceeds, amounting to 8,800,009 
sucres, will be applied towards the establishment of 
Farmers’ Loan and Mortgage Bank in Ecuador. The 
service of these bonds will be attended to by the Swedish 
Match Company by means of yearly payments of one 
million sucres, to be progressively increased by 100,009 
sucres every five years. The balance, if any, will be 
applied to the Government. The total consumption js 
estimated at 25 million match boxes per annum. 


RAILWAYS AND PusBLic WorKs. 


Substantial reforms have been introduced in the 
management of the Guayaquil and Quito Railway, the 
administration of which the Government is controlling 
on the strength of 57 per cent. of preferred and common 
stock purchased in April, 1925. The financial conditions 
of this railway are steadily improving, and there is now 
a tendency on the part of the Administration to pur. 
chase rolling stock and railway materials from Great 
Britain. A large part of the section of the Quito. 
Esmeraldas Railway, running from Quito to Ibarra, the 
construction of which is in the hands of two British 
subjects, is already in operation. This also applies to a 
portion of the line between Sibambe and Cuenca. 

In December the Government concluded a contract 
with a British firm for the sewerage, paving and water 
supply of the port of Guayaquil, and under the terms 
of the contract the Government will expend a minimum 
sum of three million sucres per annum on the work. 
Numerous public works are being effected, and roadways 
are being opened in the various sections of the Republic. 

After years of grave economic depression and finan- 
cial crisis, which created an unenviable moral and finan- 
cial credit standing abroad, Ecuador would now appear 
to be on the threshold of a new era of prosperity. 


-_ — 
—— 


SCRAP IRON AND STEEL FROM 
FRANCE. 








ALLOCATION OF CONTINGENT FOR 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


The arrangements made with the French Government 
as to the distribution among United Kingdom importers 
of the contingent of scrap metal allowed to be exported 
from France to this country during the year 1927 (see 
the ‘“‘ Journal ”’ of 3rd March, 1927, page 241) hold 
good for 1928, the 30,000 metric tons allocated to Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland being available as 
follows :— 





1% : Scrap of New 
Period. Old Iron.| Blooms, Billets 
and Castings. 





—- 





Metric tons. 

In respect of first Quarter of 1928 6,375 1,12 
em second _,, “ 6,375 1,125 
- third - - 6,375 1,125 
- fourth _,, - 6,375 1,12 











Authorisations to participate in the 1928 contingent will 
be issued to the British firms by the Federated Associa- 
tions of Scrap Iron, Steel, Metals and Machinery Mer- 
chants of Great Britain (Westminster Bank Buildings, 
3, York Street, Manchester), and will be approved by 
the Board of Trade. Applications for such authorisa- 
tions should be made to the Secretary of the Federation 
at the address quoted above, and authorisations, which 
will only be granted to recognised iron and steel mer- 
chants or consuming works, will be granted as far as pos- 
sible in order of application. For each authorisation 
issued against the 1928 contingent a charge of 2s. 6d. 
will be made by the Federation. The material referred 
to in the application must be part of a contract duly 
entered into (subject to French export licence), and the 
authorisation will only be granted on the condition that 
the material is for exclusive use in great Britain and 
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Northern Ireland and not for re-export. It must be 
understood that any breach of this condition will involve 
the loss by the firm concerned of their right to participate 
in the allocation. 

Having obtained this authorisation, the importer is to 
send a copy tothe French supplier, who will obtain from 
the competent French authorities the necessary export 
licence. The authorisations will be valid for three 
months, and deliveries under them should be completed 
within that period. The maximum quantity in any one 
authorisation will not exceed 1,000 tons. The export 
licences granted to French firms are valid for two months 
from the date of issue by the French Customs authorities. 

A copy of the form of authorisation issued by the 
Federated Associations, and also of the form of applica- 
tion for such authorisation, was given in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ 
of 15th July, 1926 (pages 68-69). 


~~ 
—=—_ 


Notes on Trade. 


BRITISH STANDARD ELECTRIC POWER 
SWITCHBOARDS. 


This new British standard specification for electric 

wer switchboards for indoor installations up to and 
including 33,000 volts has just been published by the 
British Engineering Standards Association. The speci- 
fication relates to switchboards for use with low, 
medium, high and extra-high voltages both for direct- 
current circuits and for alternating-current circuits for 
frequencies up to and including 100 cycles per second, 
sich as are employed in connection with generating, 
transforming and converting plant and large motors. 

This specification (No. 162-1928) may be obtained 
from the Publication Department, British Engineering 
Standards Association, 28, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W. 1, or from Crosby Lockwood and Son, 7, 
Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C. 4, price 2s. 2d. 
post free. 











UNITED KINGDOM. 


The High Commissioner for Australia in London 
reports that on 11th and 13th February the following 
quantities of Australian produce were shipped per s.s. 
“Ballarat,’’ s.s. ‘Clan Macquarrie,’’ and _s.s. 
“Orsova’’ to various United Kingdom ports:—Beef, 
crops, 834; mutton, carcases, 864; lamb, carcases, 
9,152; kidneys, boxes, 46; skirts, bags, 35; hearts, bags, 
27; tongues, bags, 115; rabbits, crates, 1,517; tallow, 
casks, 67 ; butter, boxes, 39,544; sultanas, lbs., 375,144; 
currants, lbs., 3,640; black currants, lbs., 2,070; wool, 
greasy, bales, 15,523, scoured, bales, 163; sheepskins, 
number, 15,565; wheat, centals, 16,800; flour, centals, 
2,208; and wine, gallons, 18,374. 





CANADIAN APPLES. 


The High Commissioner for Canada in London has 
been officially advised by cablegram from Ottawa that 
between 9th and 15th February 15,900 barrels of Cana- 
dian apples were dispatched to United Kingdom ports. 

According to the Fruit Branch of the Department of 
Agriculture, Ottawa, the total number of apples ex- 
ported from Canada this season up to lst February was 
480,862 barrels, 11,894 half-barrels, and 564,347 boxes, 
as compared with 505,251 barrels, 9,555 half-barrels, 
and 826,791 boxes for the corresponding period of last 
s€ason. 

There were in cold storage in Canada on 15th January 
last 44,212 barrels and 256,252 boxes of apples, as com- 
pared with 55,023 barrels and 205,449 boxes in 1927, 
and in common storage 378,555 barrels and 137,850 
boxes, as compared with 429,075 barrels and 176,153 


boxes during the same period in 1927. 





AUSTRALIAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO THE - 
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CANADIAN WATER POWER RESOURCES. 


The Dominion Water Power and Reclamation Service 
of the Department of the Interior of Canada has re- 
cently issued the annual review of the water-power re- 
sources of Canada, developed and undeveloped, as at 
15th January, 1928, according to the latest information 
available. More than 221,000 horse power was in- 
stalled during the past year, giving a total installation 
for all purposes of 4,777,921 h.p., which, with the 
completion of work now under way, will be increased to 
more than 5,100,000 h.p. before the end of the present 
year. 


Copies of the review may be obtained free of charge on 
application to the High Commissioner for Canada, Cana- 
dian Building, Trafalgar Square, London, S.W. 1. 





SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS 
TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, 


The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa 
in London has been advised by cable from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the week 
ended 18th February the following quantities of South 
African produce were shipped to United Kingdom 
ports :—-Wool, scoured, bales, 512, grease, bales, 10,228 ; 
mohair, bales, 17; hides, wet, bales, 500, dry, bales, 
1,545; sheepskins, bales, 619; goatskins, bales, 298; 
wattle bark, tons, 1,711; wattle extract, lbs., 444,311; 
bitter aloes, cases, 40; tobacco, bales, 87, cases, 8; 
cigarettes, 1 case; maize, bags, 936; maizemeal, bags, 
8,335; grit, bags, 110; pears, boxes, 132,109; grapes, 
boxes, 45,719; plums, boxes, 28,579; peaches, boxes, 
17,090; apples, boxes, 2,647; prunes, boxes, 2,339; 
nectarines, boxes, 1,991; dried apricots, boxes, 1,518; 
pines, boxes, 1,456; melons, boxes, 173 ; mangoes, boxes, 
122 ; granadillas, boxes, 87 ; and pomegranates, boxes, 8. 


int ted 4 





GOLD COAST COCOA CROP. 


The Gold Coast Government Intelligence Bureau in 
London report the receipt of advices from the 
Director of Agriculture at Accra stating that the normal 
main cocoa crop is practically over, but in some areas, 
particularly in the Eastern Province, a certain amount 
of unsold cocoa has been held for high prices. 


— 





INDIAN WEATHER AND CROPS. 


The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department, Cal- 
cutta, reports as follows to the Indian Trade Commis- 
sioner in London on the season and crops during the 
weeks ended on the dates stated :— 


Rainfall.—Caleutta, 27th February. During the 
week ended 26th February rainfall was nearly general 
in the East Central Provinces on one day. There were 
local or few falls of rain elsewhere. 


Crops.—Assam, 27th February. The weather 
generally has been seasonable and favourable, but rain 
is needed in places for spring crops and agricultural 
operations. Bengal, 22nd February. The weather has 
been dry. Standing crops are suffering from drought. 
Bihar and Orissa, 20th February. Light rain has fallen 
throughout Bihar. The condition of rabi and standing 
crops is good. Punjab, 20th February. Rain has 
fallen over the greater part of the province. The con- 
dition of standing crops is average to good on irrigated 
areas and generally average on unirrigated areas. Some 
damage has been done to standing crops by rain and 
hail storms. Central Provinces, 20th February. There 
has been light rain in places. The condition of rabi 
crops is fair except in the north. 

All-India Crop Forecast, 1927-28. — Castor seed 
(General Memorandum), 1,457,000 acres, 135,000 tons ; 
final rice, 77,790,000 acres, 27,972,000 tons; and final 
cotton, 23,812,000 acres, 5,480,000 bales (of 400 lb. 


each). 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 
BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


THE KING AND QUEEN AT BIRMINGHAM. 

Their Majesties the King and Queen visited the 
British Industries Fair at Castle Bromwich, Birming- 
ham, on Thursday last, to inspect the display of goods 
representative of the British heavy industries. Their 
Majesties were accompanied by Sir Austen Chamberlain 
and Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister, President of the Board 
of Trade. They were met at New Street Station, 
Birmingham, by Lord Leigh, Lord Lieutenant of 
Warwickshire ; Mr. J. A. Watson, the High Sheriff, and 
Alderman A. H. James, Lord Mayor of Birmingham. 
A motor car took their Majesties to Castle Bromwich, 
where Mr. G. N. Guest and Mr. G. H. Wright, 
President and Secretary respectively of the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce, organisers of this section of the 
Fair, Colonel H. J. Walduck, Chairman of the Manage- 
ment Committee, and Mr. Charles Shenley, General 
Manager of the Fair at Castle Bromwich, were pre- 
sented to them. 

Their Majesties inspected over 14 miles of the 8 to 9 
miles frontage of the Fair, and the King expressed to the 
lord Mayor his surprise at its extent and growth. 
Among the stands visited were those given over to 
engineering, electrical machinery and equipment, power, 
light and heating, the building trades, hardware and 
domestic utensils, mechanical appliances and machinery, 
file-cutting and typewriters. 

On the following day a congratulatory message from 
the King was received by the Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham in which His Majesty recalled that the Fair 
grew from small beginnings ten years ago to the remark- 
able exhibition of British products of to-day. Such a 
happy result could not have been achieved without the 
courage and initiative of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce, and there could be no better example of 
British enterprise than the two annual British Industries 
Fairs. 

As in London, the Fair at Castle Bromwich has been 
much more largely attended than last year. The 
business done has also shown a satisfactory advance and 
the numerous enquiries made by home, Dominion and 
foreign buyers give promise of further transactions 
maturing in the near future. 

On Monday the Fair was visited by a party of 50 
German business men from Dortmund, who were 
welcomed at a luncheon by the Right Hon. J. R. Clynes, 
M.P., to whom the Commercial Secretary of the German 
Embassy in London responded. On Tuesday the 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce was 
among the official visitors to the Fair, and yesterday the 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham gave a reception to 
exhibitors and buyers, while the Ironmongers’ Federated 
Association sent its second party of visitors to Castle 
Bromwich and the Midland Federation of Building 
Trades Employers was also well represented. 

To-day’s visitors will include the Incorporated 
Municipal Electrical Association, the Incorporated 
Association of Electric Power Companies, the Municpal 
Tramway and Transport Association (Inc.), the Tram- 
ways and Light Railways Association, the Institute of 
Patentees (Inc.) and the Institute of Quarry Managers. 
To-morrow the British Industrial Gas Salesmen’s Associ- 
ation, the Institute of Public Cleansing, the Midland 
Gas Salesmen’s Circle, and the second party of the 
Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 
will inspect the Fair before it ends its highly successful 
and inspiring course. 

The Birmingham Chamber of Commerce announce 
that an additional 15 acres of land has been secured by 
them for the purpose of extending the exhibition area, 
it having become virtually certain that a still larger 
amount of space will be needed next year to meet the 
demands of exhibitors at the Fair. 

AT THE WHITE CITY. 

The Lord Mayor of London and the Lady Mayoress 
paid a visit to the Fair at the White City on Friday. 
The Lord Mayor expressed a hope that the City of 
London would identify itself yet more closely than 
hitherto with the Exhibition. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 





The Empire Marketing Board have achieved cop. 
siderable success by means of their display at the Fair 
in finding markets abroad for home grown and Dominion 
produce. Scottish seed potatoes, Australian wines 
South African fruits, Rhodesian maize and cotton and 
various West Indian and other products have beep 
brought to the notice of Continental and other foreign 
buyers, and have been the subjects of active enquiry and 
the opening of accounts. 

The attendance of buyers, both home and overseas, 
and of the general public during the hours in which 
the Fair has been open to them has been substantially 
in advance of last year’s figures. Business is reported 
to have been very satisfactory in most sections and more 
generally distributed than was the case a year ago, 
Foreign buyers, in particular, appear to have beep 
attracted by the skilful dressing of so many of the stalls, 
and have made many enquiries regarding the goods dis. 
played, while the competitive prices quoted have 
resulted in the winning of good orders for a number of 
lines such as, for instance, fountain pens for the United 
States, and elsewhere, china and earthenware goods, 
cutlery, fancy leather goods, stationery, textiles, toys 
and games, typewriters. 

Exhibitors at the British Industries Fair at the White 
City, London, and Castle Bromwich, Birminghan, 
have been officially informed that, following upon the 
success of this year’s Fair at both centres, H.M. 
Government has granted £25,000 for advertising the 
Fair of 1929. This sum corresponds to that similarly 
granted for publicity purposes in connection with the 
current and last year’s British Industries Fair. 





IDEAL HOMES EXHIBITION. 
OFFICIAL EXHIBITS. 


The Empire Marketing Board, which is the biggest 
individual exhibitor at the British Industries Fair, also 
occupies the largest space at the Ideal Homes Exhibition, 
which opened at Olympia on Tuesday. The Board has 
secured a site of over 12,000 square feet in the main gal- 
lery, where, with the co-operation of Northern Ireland, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India, the Irish 
Free State, East Africa, the British West Indies, 
Cyprus and Mauritius, it has a representative display of 
the foodstuffs of the British Empire. 

In addition to bringing together a display of Empire 
foodstuffs, the Board is providing two demonstration 
kitchens in which expert cooks show visitors how best to 
prepare those foodstuffs for the table. Special dishes 
appropriate to the various Dominions and Colonies 
taking part in the Exhibition are included. 

In the Home Country’s section the Empire Marketing 
Board is lending its aid to an attempt to increase the 
use of fresh milk. Into a giant churn flows a never- 
ceasing stream representing the 1,200 million gallons of 
milk produced annually in Great Britain. Out of it 
come a number of smaller streams representing the 
various uses to which milk is put in our national 
economy. Samples of all the various products into 
which milk is made are on view. 

The Imperial Institute has four dioramas in the centre 
Court of Honour, illustrating scenes in Canada, 
Nigeria, Burma and British Guiana, and after the 
British Industries Fair at the White City closes (to- 
morrow) the diorama of the Prince of Wales’ ranch, 
which has attracted so much attention there, is to be 
transferred to Olympia. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has organised an exteD- 
sive fruit exhibit in order to emphasise the growing 1m- 
portance of Great Britain as a fruit growing country. 
In the centre of it is a large scale map of England, with 
the chief districts in which each particular fruit is pro- 
duced lit up in rotation by coloured lights corresponding 
with the colour of the fruit represented. Models illus- 
trate the extent of our dependence on the foreigner for 
canned fruit and the extent we can now depend on our 
own orchards. Tinned fruit is steadily growing in im- 
portance as a British product, and of this, as well as of 
canned peas and vegetables, there is a large display. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 





CYPRUS AT THE WHITE CITY AND OLYMPIA. 


The participation of Cyprus in the British Industries 
Fair resulted in a considerable number of enquiries from 
both buyers and prospective visitors, reports the Cyprus 
Trade Commissioner in London (1, Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, Dean Farrar Street, S.W. 1). 

A similar display is being made in the Empire Market- 
ing Board’s Section at the Ideal Home Exhibition at 
Olympia. The chief exhibits are silk, tobacco, fruit 
pulp, canned fruits, oranges, carobs, linseed and cereals. 





PARIS INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
BUILDING, HOUSING AND DECORATIVE 
ARTS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
this Exhibition, a notice of which appeared in the 
‘“Journal’’ of 18th August last (page 172), has been 
postponed until 2nd to 26th June next. Applications 
should be addressed to M. Lécuyer, Directeur-Genéral 
de |’Exposition du Batiment, de |’Habitation et des 
Arts Décoratifs, 63 Avenue des Champs-Elysées, Paris 
(8e), and must reach him before 15th April. Copies 
of the revised regulations may be seen at the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





WIRELESS SHOW AT LIEGE. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Second International Wireless Exhibition is to be 
held at the Palais des Beaux Arts in Liége from 10th to 
25th March. Prizes will be awarded by an international 
tury. About a hundred stands have already been 
engaged by French, Belgian and German firms, and 
British exhibitors will also be welcomed. A special hall, 
with stands at 100 francs per square metre for the 
period of the show, would be placed at their disposal. 

The organisers of the Exhibition, ‘‘ La Meuse ’’ (10, 
Boulevard de la Sauveniére, Liége), are willing to 
assist intending exhibitors by arranging the transport of 
material and the erection and fitting of stands. 


COLOUR AND VARNISH EXHIBITION AT 
MAGDEBURG. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that a 
Colour and Varnish Exhibition, to include the pro- 
ducing and working-up industries, is to be held in 
Magdeburg from 3rd .to 12th August next. The 
Exhibition is being organised by the Association of 
German Varnish Manufacturers and Traders, which has 
over 3,000 members, and British exhibitors will be 
welcomed. 

Enquiries should be addressed to the Mitteldeutsche 
Ausstellungsgesellschaft m.b.H., Magdeburg. 





INDUSTRIAL FILMS AT MILAN FATR. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’”’ of 
l6th February (page 215) the Department of Overseas 
Trade is informed that the Committee of the Milan Fair 
is organising a Show of Italian and foreign films to take 
i during the period of the Fair (12th April-19th 

une). 

Applications must be made before the end of March, 
and films must reach the Committee not later than 12th 
April. A copy of the regulations and application form 
may be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S8.W. 1. 





MARRAKESH COMMERCIAL FATR. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Eighth Commercial Fair will be held at Marrakesh 
this year from 28th April to 7th May, under the auspices 
of the Chambre Mixte d’Agriculture, de Commerce et 
d’Industrie, to whom applications should be addressed 
before 18th April. 





EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—COontinued. 








‘As the results of past fairs indicate that business 
arising directly or indirectly out of them has steadily 
increased, the British Vice-Consul suggests that British 
exhibitors of cheap lines of bicycles and light motor cars, 
agricultural implements, hardware, ironmongery and 
cutlery might possibly be rewarded with some business. 
He emphasises, however, that only cheap goods would 
have any chance of competing in that market. 

Copies of the regulations and application form can be 
obtained from the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 








*BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1928. 
White City, London, and Castle Bromwich, Birming- 
ham, February 20th to March 2nd. 


EXHIBITION OF EMPIRE TIMBERS— 

Imperial Institute, South Kensington, London, 8.W. 7, 
February 3rd-April Sth. 

‘* WesTeRn Mai’? HeatTH AND Hyaiene ExuIBITION— 

Cardiff, February 2lst-March 3rd. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

‘*Datty Dispatch ”’ CHOCOLATE AND Sweets EXHIBITION— 
Manchester, February 28th-March 8th. Apply to Pro 
vincial Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

*IpgaL Homes EXHIBITION (12TH)— 

Olympia, London, W. 14, February 28th-March 24th. 
Apply to ‘‘ Daily Mail,’’ Northcliffe House, E.O. 4. 
‘THe DRaAPeRS’ ORGANISER ’’ EXHIBITION OF BRITISH ARTIFICIAL 
Six Goops— 
London (Holland Park), March 19th-24th. Apply to 
the National Trade Press, Ltd., Regent House, Kings- 
way, W.C. 2. 

NATIONAL TRADES AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 

Bingley Hall, Birmingham, March 19th-May 12th. 
Apply to J. Leslie H. Mogg, Esq., 207-210 Daimler 
House, Paradise Street, Birmingham. 

‘‘Darmy Dispatcnh’’ HeattH aNp Hyarmne EXHIBITION— 
Manchester, March 20th-3lst. Apply to Previncial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, en» 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, London, W. 14, April 13th-26th. Appty to 
H. G. Montgomery, Esq., A.R.1I.B.A., 43, Essex Street, 
Strand, W.C. 2. 





OVERSEAS. 


47H INTERNATIONAL Motor AND CycLe SHow— 
Copenhagen (Forum), February 23rd-March 4th. Apply 
to Automobil-og-Cycle Grosserer Foreningen, 7, Rosen- 
borggade, Copenhagen. 

Att-BririsH TRape EXHIBITION— 
Melbourne, February 23rd-April 10th. Organised by 
the Australian Association of British Manufacturers 
and their Representatives. Apply to Federation of 
—s Industries, 39, St. James’s Strect, London, 
wre te 


EXHIBITION OF ARTS, CRAFTS AND INVENTIONS— 
Paris (Grand Palais), February 24th-March 11th. 
Apply to Mons. Perruchot, 31 Rue du Pressoir, Paris 
2e. 

ARTs, 


Paris INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF DECORATIV® 


BUILDING aND Hovustna— 
March-April. Apply to the Director-General of 
the Exhibition, 2 et 4 rue Lefebre, Paris (15e), before 
lst November, 1927. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF ART IN TRADE. 
Boston, U.S.A., March 1st-3lst. Apply to Mr. W. D. 
Agar, the Allied Publishing Company, 7, Beak Street, 
Regent Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

Brussecs INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION (ANNUAL)— 
Palais du Cinquantenaire, March 3rd-11th. 

Lerpzic SprinGc Farr— 
March 4th-10th. 
page 215.) 

Lerpzic INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Leipzig Spring Fair, March 4th-15th. (See the “‘ Jour- 
nal’’ of January 5th, page 13.) 

Lyons EXHIBITION oF Woop and Woop DeRIvATIVES— 
March 4th-18th. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

Lyons INTERNATIONAL FarR— 
March 5th-18th. Apply to the Organisers, Hotel de 
Ville, Lyons. 


(See the Journat of February 16th, 





* A display of Home and Empire foodstaffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
arketing Board at this Exhibition. 
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INTERNATIONAL WIRELESS SHOW— 
Liége (Palais des Beaux Arts), March 10th-25th. Apply 
to “‘ La Meuse,” 10 Boulevard de la Sauveniére, Liége. 

INTERNATIONAL SPRING Farr (14TH)— 
Vienna (Rotunda), March 11th-17th. Apply to Wiener 
Messe A.G., 1 Museumstrasse, Vienna, VIIc. 

INTERNATIONAL Motor AND CYCLE SHow AND INTERNATIONAL 

NavtTicaL SHow— 

Geneva (Palais des Expositions), March 16th-25th. 
Apply to Mons. R. Marchand, 2 Place Bel-Air, Geneva. 

Pracue INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farn— 
March 18th-25th. Apply to the Department 1 aera 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 

RABAT Farr— 
April ist-15th. Apply to Commissaire Général, Foire 
de Rabat, Rabat, Morocco. 

NANTES COMMERCIAL Farr (2ND)— 
April 5th-16th. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

LILLE ComMERCIAL Farr (4TH)— 
April 6th-22nd. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1, or the 
Comité d’ Organisation, Foire Commerciale et Inter- 
nationale de Lille, 73, Rue Faidherbe, Lille. 

Tonis ‘‘ AGRICULTURAL WEEK ’’— 
Tunis, April 7th-15th. Apply to French Commercial 
Office for Great Britain, 111-113, Queen Victoria Street, 
London, E.C. 4. 

HAVRE Fair (47H)— 
April 7th-22nd. Apply to Comité d’Organisation de 
la Foire-Exposition du Havre, Hotel de Ville, Le Havre. 

BrRosseELs INTERNATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL Farr (9TH)— 
April 12th-25th. Apply to the og gt of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 

Miian INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR (9rm) — 
April 12th-June 19th. Apply to Italian Chamber of 
Commerce, 10, Queen Street, London, E.C. 4. 

Swiss lnpustries Farr (12TH)— 
Basle, April 14th-24th. Apply to Bureau de la Foire 
Suisse, Oerbergasse 30, Basle, or any Swiss Consulate. 

Seventh ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF BRITTANY AND THE WEST OF 

FRANCE— 

Rennes, April 28th-May 6th. Apply to Adminstration 
de la Foire-Exposition de Bretagne, 4 Place de la Gare, 
Rennes. 

Boupa-PEst INTERNATIONAL FatR— 
April 28th-May 7th. Apply to Department *' Overseas 
Trade. 55, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 

POZNAN (PoLaNnD) INTERNATIONAL Farr— 
April 29th-May 6th. See the “ Journal” of January 
19th, page 83. 

Rio pm JANEIRO Motor AND Roaps EXHIBsITION— 
May 3rd-13th. Apply to Automovel Club do Brazil, 90, 
Rua do Passeio, Rio de Janeiro. 

Tours ANNUAL EXHIBITION— 
May 10th-20th. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Paris SAMPLES Fatr— 
Pare des Expositions (Porte de Versailles), May 12th- 
25th. Apply to Le Comité de la Foire de Paris, 23 
Rue Notre Dame des Victoires, Paris (2e). 

BERGEN EXHIBITION— 
May 25th-September 9th. Apply to General Secretary, 
* enteebeiilon, 1928,’’ Bergen, Norway. 

Brest Farr— 
May 27th-July 8th. 

Turmn INTERNATIONAL ExHIBITION— 
May-September. Apply to the Spett. Comitato pel IV. 
Centenario di Emanuele Filiberto e X Anniversario della 
Vittoria, Via Carlo Alberto, 24 Turin (102). 

INTERNATIONAL PREss Exnisrrion— 
Celogne, May-October. Apply to London Office, 90, 
Great Russell Street, W.C. 1 

NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIAL ExHrRITION— 
Rotterdam, June ist-September 15th. ‘Apply to British 
Section, Nenyto 28. Rotterdam, or to Sydney Ashley, 
Esq., 0.B.E., Oakley . om 14, 16 and 18, Somber 
Street, London, Ww.C 

Angou Fairn— 
Angers, June 6th-17th. Apply to Department . Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 

Borpeavx INTERNATIONAL AND CorontaL Farr— 
June 17th-July 2nd (Agricultural Machinery Week June 
2th-July 2nd). Apply to Department of Overseas Trade. 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

SuxpsvaLt AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
June 2ist-July 22nd. See the “‘ Journal ’’ of December 
15th (page 620). 

FRENCH Aviation SHOW— 
June 25th-July 13th. Apply to Chambre Syndicale des 
oe Aéronautiques, 9, Rue Anatole de la Forge, 

Paris (17e). 





_—_———— = 


(Nors.—The above list is not intended to include all forth. 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufactarer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Lendon, 8.W. 1.] 
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OVERSEAS TRADE IN DECEMBER, 1927. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in India has forwarded 
the following press statement concerning India’s foreign 
seaborne trade during December, 1927, as issued by the 
Direcior-General of Commercial Intelligence and _ Statis- 
tics :— 

The trade returns of British India for December, as com- 
pared with the preceding month, showed decreases in the 
values of imports and exports with an increase in re-exports. 
Imports of private merchandise totalled Rs.20,26 lakhs in 
December, 1927, and showed a decline of Rs.1,43 lakhs as 
compared with November. The value of exports of Indian 
produce and manufactures also fell by Rs.1,33 lakhs from 
Kis.28,24 lakhs in November, 1927, to Rs.26,91 lakhs in De- 
cember, but re-exports rose by Rs.7 lakhs to Rs.93 lakhs. 
The comparison of the trade figures for December and the 
nine months then ended with those for the preceding month 
and the corresponding period of the preceding year, is as 
follows :— 












































- . " | Increase (+) or de- 
ecem er, IN ovember, crease ( — ) in December, 
paremnems. 1927. 1927. 1927, as compared with 
November. 
Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs.) Per cent. 
Imports 20,26 21,69 | — 1,43 — 66 
Exports we| 26,91 334 | ~— 188 | — 41 
Re-exports... 93 86 | -|- 7 + 81 
| . Increase (+) or de- 
_ December, December,| crease (— ) in December, 
Movement. | "1927. | 1926. | 1927, as compared with 
December, 1926. 
Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs)./Rs. (lakhs. ) Per cent, 
Imports aoe 20,26 16,58 + 3,68 | + 22:2 
Exports a 26,91 24,14 4.2.77 4+ 115 
Re-exports 6 93 86 1. 7 + 81 
anes audi ril- | Inerease (+) or de- 
Movement. : crease (—) in 1927 as 
6. 
1927. 1926. compared with 192 
Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).| Per cent. 
Imports ee} 186,35 170,78 + 15,57 + 91 
Exports wee} 230,80 214,96 4+ 15,84 | + 7-4 
Re-exports 7,16 5,87 + 1,29 + 22°0 

















Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Rs.2,05 lakhs in December, 1927, as 
against Rs.1,30 lakhs in the preceding month and Rs.3,19 
lakhs in December, 1926. The import and export figures of 
gold and silver during the nine months, April-December, 
1927, compare as follows with the corresponding period of 
the preceding year :—- 


— |) 























Nine months, April- Increase (+) or de- 
December. crease (—) in 1927, 
serene. as compared with 
1927. 1926. 1926. 

Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).| Per cent. 

Gold imported | 11,15 14,19 - BL. oo: Shé 
Gold exported 2 9 _ 7 — 778 
Silver imported; 12,02 15,40 — 3,38 — 21°9 
Silver exported 2,37 1,14 + 1,23 + 107°9 





Measured by the statistics of merchandise and treasure the 
total visible balance of trade during December, 1927, was 
Rs.5,82 lakhs in favour of India as compared with Rs.6,65 
lakhs in November, 1927, and Rs.5,36 lakhs a year before. 
During the nine months ‘ended December, 1927, the visible 
balance of trade in merchandise and treasure was Rs.32,95 
lakhs in favour of India as compared with Rs.22,47 lakhs in 
the corresponding period of the preceding year. The balance 
of remittances of funds in December, 1927, was minus 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





Rs.9,34 lakhs, and in the nine months ended December, 
1927, minus Rs.30,63 lakhs. 


CHANGES IN ImMvoRTS AND EXPORTS. 


As compared with December, 1926, imports of food, drink 
and tobacco, in December, 1927, rose slightly by Rs.3 lakhs 
to Rs.3,32 lakhs, raw materials by Rs.1,03 lakhs to Rs.2,30 
lakhs, and manufactured articles by Rs.2,52 lakhs to Rs.14,14 
lakhs. Under food, drink and tobacco, imports of sugar 
16 D.S. and above, including beet sugar, increased in quan- 
tity by 4,000 tons to 59,000 tons, but fell in value by Rs.13 
lakhs to Rs.1,17 lakhs. The value of the imports of pro- 
visions, Chiefly canned and bottled, recorded an increase 
of Rs.7 lakhs. During this month the Madras Pre- 
sidency received, chiefly from the Straits Settlements, 7,000 
tons of rice not in the husk valued at Rs.83 lakhs. Under 
raw materials imports of kerosene oil increased by nearly 
16 million gallons in quantity, and by Rs.87 lakhs in value. 
Raw cotton showed a decrease of 3,300 tons in quantity and 
of Rs.33 lakhs in value. Of manufactured articles the value 
of imports of cotton yarn and manufactures showed a rise 
of Rs.48 lakhs, of which cotton yarn accounted for Ks.11 
lakhs. Imports of cotton piece-goods advanced by 23 million 
yards in quantity and by Rs.40 lakhs in value. Grey and 
coloured goods increased respectively by 19 and 6 millicn 
yards in quantity and by Rs.36 and Rs.16 lakhs in value, but 
white goods declined by 4 million yards in quantity and 
by Rs.16 lakhs in value. There were noticeable increases 
under machinery (+Rs.52 lakhs), artificial silk yarn and 
piece-goods (+ Rs.20 lakhs), railway plant and rolling stock 
(4Rs.20 lakhs), woollen manufactures (+ Rs.19 lakhs), silk 
yarn and manufactures (+ Rs.17 lakhs), motor cars (+ KRs.14 
lakhs), and iron and steel (+ Rs.15 lakhs). 

Exports of food, drink and tobacco, in December, 1927, 
compared with December, 1926, rose by Ks.41 lakhs to 
Rs.5,88 lakhs, owing mainly to an increase of Rs.22 lakhs 
each in the value of exports of tea and rice. In quantity, 
however, shipments of tea declined from 43 million lbs. to 
39 million Ibs., but those of rice rose by 20,000 tons to 
97,000 tons. Exports of wheat fell by 4,400 tons in quantity 
and by Rs.7 lakhs in value. Raw materials and produce 
exported rose by Rs.2,20 lakhs to KRs.13,90 lakhs. Under 
this group exports of raw cotton rose from 27,500 tons, 
valued at Rs.2,59 lakhs, to 34,600 tons, valued at Rs.3,51 


lakhs. Of the total shipments Japan took 18,000 tons, or 
52 per cent., Italy 6,000 tons, or 17 per cent., Germany and 
Belgium 3,000 tons each, the remainder going mainly to 
France and the United Kingdom. Exports of raw jute in- 
creased by 16,000 tons in quantity and by Rs.26 lakhs in 
value, and amounted to 134,000 tons valued at Rs.4,47 lakhs. 


groundnuts accounted for Rs.72 lakhs and cottonseed Rs.28 
lakhs. Manufactured goods increased by Rs.26 lakhs to 
Rs.6,83 lakhs. The number of gunnybags rose from 35 
millions to 38 millions and their value by Rs.11 lakhs to 
Rs.1,88 lakhs. The yardage of gunny cloth exported also 
rose from 116 millions to 125 millions and the value 
advanced from KRs.2,12 lakhs to Rs.2,48 lakhs. Exports of 
tanned or dressed hides and skins showed a decrease of 250 
tons in quantity and of Rs.14 lakhs in value. 


TRADE WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES: SHIPPING. 


The share of the United Kingdom in imports fell from 
46 per cent. in December, 1926, to 44 per cent. in December, 
1927, and in exports from 30 to 26 per cent. The shares of 
Germany, Japan and the United States in December, 1927, 
were 5, 8 and 8 per cent. respectively under imports, and 
11, 8 and 12 per cent. respectively under exports. 

The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards, with cargoes from and to foreign coun- 
tries and British Possessions during the month of December 
last, amounted respectively to 658,000 and 693,000 as against 
626,000 and 655,000 in November, 1927, and 607,000 and 
706,000 a year ago. During the nine months ended De- 
cember, 1927, the tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
with cargoes amounted respectively to 5,600,000 and 
»,/47,000 as compared with 5,043,000 and 5,875,000 in the 
corresponding period of the preceding year. 





BRITISH MALAYA. 





RUBBER EXPORTS AND CREDITS IN 
JANUARY. 


The Malay States Information Agency in London has 
received an official telegram from Kuala Lumpur stating 
that the quantity of rubber from Malayan restriction areas 


on which export duty was paid during the month of January 
last was :— 





Exports of oilseeds recorded a rise of Rs.1,10 lakhs, of which .- 
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Area. Tons. Area. Tons. 
Federated Mala Kedah ... nid 921 
States ... a 8,247 Kelantan ove 33 
Straits Settlements | 1,706 | 7"emesenU --- 45 
Johore... 2,681 Total 13,633 














All this rubber was exported at the minimum rate of duty. 
The official estimate of the balance of unutilised export 
credits carried forward to February was 10,459 tons. Credits 
issued in January amounted to 626 tons net. Rubber ex- 
ported by dealers at excess rate of duty totalled 5 tons. 





KENYA AND UGANDA. 





COTTON PIECE-GOODS IMPORTS, JANUARY- 
OCTOBER, 1927. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Nairobi has forwarded par- 
ticulars concerning imports of cotton piece-goods into Kenya 
and Uganda for home consumption during the first ten 
months of 1927 and 1926 as under :— 
































Cotton Piece-goods. Origin. 1927. | 1926. 

Jan.—Oct. | Jan.—Oct. 
Grey, Unbleached 

yds. | Total —_ .--|11,524,665 |11,773,324 
Great Britain... 143,228 67,283 
India ... --| 2,523,344 | 2,584,943 
Japan ... -»-| 6,969,875 | 6,766,557 
United States...| 4,609,310 | 2,178,191 
China ... 208,800 172,800 
Bleached ... yds.| Total... -»-| 2,633,060 | 2,285,991 
Great Britain...| 1,458,481 | 1,350,136 
Holland 817,367 638,546 
India ... 18,414 65,593 
Japan... 312,830 188,340 
Printed ... yds./| Total ‘1 .--| 2,546,009 | 2,237,437 
Great Britain...| 1,603,628 | 1,896,086 
Holland 345,670 190,122 
India ... 118,942 59,906 
Germany 65,695 40,457 
Italy 139,913 13,707 
Japan ... 228,860 16,514 
Dyed .- yds. | Total ie’ ..-| 4,454,319 | 3,101,663 
Great Britain...| 3,149,952 | 2,243,677 
India ... 195,602 200,398 
Holland 624,821 354,850 
Japan ... 298,812 168,877 
Germany 77,165 52,771 
Italy 65,544 33,991 
Coloured ... yds.| Total... ..-| 6,791,311 | 4,840,754 
Great Britain...| 744,243 600,392 
India ... 1,956,228 | 1,934,406 
Holland 1,119,923 903,708 
Japan... 2,461,115 | 1,005,185 
Germany 107,894 82,439 
Belgium 300,820 210,136 
Blankets ... No. | Total sad ..-| 1,345,765 | 1,221,350 
Great Britain... 45,306 25,980 
India ... 40,938 52,139 
Belgium 116,425 155,888 
Germany 97,707 122,166 
Holland 1,015,359 820,898 

















— 








SOUTH AFRICA. 





CONDITIONS IN TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


The following report has been received from the overseas 


managers of Barclays Bank (Dominion, 


Overseas) :— 


Colonial and 


According to the Customs’ estimates imports into the 
Union of South Africa during January at £6,119,842 show 


a decrease of £54,569 as 
1927, while exports, 
increased by £859,103 to £3,866,413. 


excluding gold 


compared with 


January, 
and diamonds, 


The January rain- 
fall was above the average in the greater part of the 
Union, and agricultural conditions have improved, but in 
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some drought-stricken areas more rain is needed. Promising 
reports have been received regarding the maize, wheat and 
cotton crops. The sugar crop continues to make good 
growth, and reports from the Cape Province fruit-growing 
areas are satisfactory. Wool clips are still arriving freely, 
and the outlook for the remainder of the season is con- 
sidered sound. 

The Bank’s Pretoria correspondent reports that the 
demand for all classes of timber and building material has 
fallen off, but this decline is regarded as temporary. In 
the motor vehicle trade satisfactory sales are reported from 
various distributing centres, especially East London. Com- 
mercial trucks have been in good demand. 


MINERAL OUTPUT AND SALES. 


The January output of the Transvaal gold mines amounted 
to 843,857 fine ounces, valued at £3,584,477, a decrease of 
7,368 fine ounces valued at £31,297 compared with Decem- 
ber, but an increase of 4,075 fine ounces valued at £17,310 
over January, 1927. For the four weeks ended 28th 
January the export of gold was £2,715,839 (comprising 
bullion £2,247,648 and specie £468,191) against audited 
figure of £3,881,531 for the month of January last year. 
The chief destinations were:—The United Kingdom, 
£1,773,197; India, £657,642; and the Straits Settlements, 
£110,500. 

The Department of Mines and Industries reports that 
1,386 ounces of platinum valued at £15,175 were sold 
during December as against 600 ounces valued at £10,958 
in December, 1926. The total sales for 1927 were 10,431 
ounces valued at £144,191. 

The Department also reports that during the past year 
13,302,324 tons of coal were sold, valued at £3,835,424 
at the pit’s mouth, against 13,734,463 tons valued at 
£4,046,620 during 1926. The combined output of the 
Transvaal, Orange Free State and Natal mines during 
December, 1927, was 1,042,510 tons, a decrease of 146,137 
tons compared with December, 1926. The bunker coal trade 
has reported a falling-off, owing to an increased use of oil 
fuel by visiting vessels. 

December sales and shipments of asbestos totalled 1,297 
tons valued at £21,794 against £18,265 in December, 1926. 

In Southern and Northern Rhodesia general trading con- 
ditions have been favourable and results are considered 











BARCLAYS BANK 


(DOMINION, COLONIAL 
AND OVERSEAS) 


OVER 400 BRANCHES IN 


THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
(Natal - Cape Province - Transvaal - Orange Free State) 
NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
KENYA, TANGANYIKA, UGANDA, NYASALAND 
PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
BRITISH WEST AFRICA 
BRITISH WEST INDIES 
EGYPT - SUDAN - PALESTINE 
MALTA - GIBRALTAR 


MAURITIUS. 
_ LONDON LIVERPOOL MANCHESTER 
HAMBURG NEW YORK (Agency) 


THE | 
BANK’S WORLD-WIDE ORGANISATION 
IS AT THE DISPOSAL OF 
MERCHANTS AND SHIPPERS 


HEAD OFFICE : 
54, LOMBARD STREET, LONDON, E.C.3 








LL 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continuea. 





satisfactory. Beneficial rains have fallen in most parts and 
agricultural prospects are good. Cattle are in good condi. 
tion, and prices of prime stock are satisfactory. As a con. 
siderable amount of building is still in hand, activity in this 
trade is likely to continue. The value of mineral produc. 
tion in Northern Rhodesia during 1927 is given as £375,656 
compared with £318,059 during the preceding year. 

The General Managers of the Standard Bank of South 
Africa supply the following information regarding condi- 
tions in trade and industry in the Union of South Africa :— 

Business continues to show a distinct improvement except 
in centres serving the drought area of the Cape. The 
farming outlook remains generally satisfactory, although 
many districts of the Central Cape still urgently require 
rain. 

The Minister of Mines and Industries has stated in the 
House of Assembly that the value of diamonds exported from 
South Africa during 1927 totalled £12,328,710. 

Railway earnings from 7th January to 11th February 
amounted to £2,424,294, or £49,294 above the estimate. The 
total earnings from Ist April, 1927, to 11th February, 1928, 
were £21,922,261, or £395,214 above the estimate. 

The deciduous fruit season is now at its height. Exports 
from ist January to 11th February were about 540,000 cases 
as against 426,000 cases during the corresponding period of 
the previous season. 

The wool market remains very firm, and prospects for the 
coming short wool season are encouraging. Stocks of 
mohair are small; prices are unchanged. The summer clip 
is developing as well as can be expected in view of the lack 
of rain in the growing districts. 

The building trade remains active, and the manufacturing 
industries on the whole are well employed, though there 
is some unemployment among unskilled workers. The 
mining material market is again normal. In most centres 
trade in soft goods. shows an improvement. 





FOREIGN. 





AUSTRIA. 





THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Vienna, in the course 
of his recent Report on the Financial and Commercial 
Situation of Austria (H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 6d. 
net, Is. 7d. post free), states that in 1927 Austria had very 
favourable weather—a great contrast to that in some other 
countries in Europe—and so far as known the results of 
even 1925 wili be equalled both in quantity and quality. 
It is estimated that there will be a surplus of rye, oats and 
barley for export 1nd that the wheat harvest will cover 
60 per cent. of Austrian requirements. The barley crop is 
of such high quality that some of it is being sold to the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere for brewing. The sugar- 
beet crop is expected to be 25 per cent. better than in 1926, 
and the equipment of some of the sugar factories is being 
enlarged to cope with it. 

Austrian agriculture is now approaching the pre-war 
standard, and the area under tillage is considerably greater. 
It was always backward as compared with Western European 
countries; it suffered much from requisition during, 
and price restrictions after, the war, but of late the peasants, 
who hold nearly all the agricultural land, have been making 
their political influence felt and a good deal is being done 
by the authorities to help them, both by giving them 
increased protection and by other measures. The Ministry 
of Agriculture is distributing high-class seeds, and it is 
stated that 75 per cent. of the peasants are now using these; 
the effect has been so good that the grant for preparing the 
seed is to be raised from £12,000 to £24,000. The cultivation 
of poppy seed, linseed and tobacco is to be specially 
encouraged. 

CATTLE AND DAIRYING. 

There are no recent statistics available regarding cattle, 
but there has been a great increase in the stocks during 
the last few years. One result has been that the peasants 
in the Alpine districts have found it difficult to sell their 
animals because the Viennese prefer the fattened oxen from 
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Hungary and Jugo-Slavia. Freights for Austrian animals 
have already been reduced. It is proposed that more fac- 
tories for producing alcohol from potatoes should be estab- 
lished, so that cattle may be fattened on the refuse as in 
some of the neighbouring countries. The peasants are now 
beginning to feel the effects of the reduction of their market, 
just as the manufacturers do. Before the war cattle from 
the Alps were sold for fattening in Hungary, Bohemia and 
other parts of the Monarchy; now the import duties and 
restrictions prevent this, and Vienna is the only market for 
Tyrol, despite the great distance. 

Some improvement in dairy farming is expected from the 
expenditure of the credit for this purpose from the League 
of Nations loan. Austria still imports quantities of dairy 
products, but a greatly increased duty on butter and cream 


is proposed. 





ESTONIA. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN 1927. 


The Estonian Legation in London reports that for the 
third year in succession Estonia has achieved an active trade 
balance, her foreign trade turnover having continued to 
increase and production to expand in such a manner that 
the visible surplus of exports over imports has grown to 
nearly 10 per cent. of the value of the latter. The total value 
of imports and exports last year was 96-4 million Ekr. and 
105-7 million Ekr. respectively, compared with 95.5 million 
Ekr. and 96-2 million Ekr. in 1926. 

When compared with 1926 the imports for the year under 
review show that the value of articles of direct consumption 
such as cereals, flour, fish and fish products has declined 
considerably, whereas commodities for use in Estonian 
industries, such as metals, metal goods, various machinery, 
chemicals, raw cotton, fertilisers, oils and fats increased 
both in quantity and value. Among others there has been 
a notable increase in various machinery imported, chiefly 
owing to the larger number of motor cars imported in 1927. 
Oils and fats also show an expansion, indicating an increased 
consumption of these commodities by Estonian factories. 

Among imports last year the first place was held by cereals, 
valued at 14-3 million Ekr. (14-9 per cent. of the total 
imports), followed by raw cotton 11-6 million Ekr. (12-1 
per cent.), various food products 11-5 million Ekr. (11-9 per 
cent.), textiles 11-0 million Ekr. (11-4 per cent.), metals and 
metal goods 10-0 million Ekr. (10-5 per cent.), and agri- 
cultural and other machinery 9-3 million Ekr. (9-7 per cent.). 


Exrort TRADE. 


Exports during 1927 consisted principally of the com- 
modities shown in the following table :— 











m t. 

Commodities. Value. Per Prove 
Mill. Ekr. _ 

Dai roduce (butter) _ pai 34:0 , 

Timber and wood manufactures... 19°6 18°6 
Textiles “ain nas iy oa 16°2 15°4 
Flax and tow ... a wt ee 10°9 
Paper and printed matter ... one 10°1 9°6 








It will be seen that the most important export during 
1927 was dairy produce, forming 32-1 per cent. (28-9 per 
cent. in 1926) of the total exports. 

In addition to butter, 16,083,360 eggs and 2,969-1 tons of 
bacon were exported last year, the corresponding figures for 
1926 being 10,604,800 and 1,486-7 respectively. Of other 
foodstuffs 35,653 tons of potatoes were exported as against 
10,786 tons in the previous year. The next important group 
was timber and wood manufactures, their aggregate value 
amounting to 19-6 million Ekr. (16-8 million Ekr. in 1926), 
an increase of 2-8 million Ekr. The quantity and value of 
textiles exported also increased as compared with 1926. 
Among others, 1,231 tons of cotton yarn and 2,016 tons of 
cotton cloth were exported, as against 872 tons and 1,927 
tons respectively in 1926. The flax and tow exports were 
less than in 1926, owing to the fact that the area under 
cultivation was reduced last year. The amount of pulp 
exported increased during 1927, but the quantity of paper 
and printed matter exported was somewhat less than in 
1926. 


DIRECTION OF TRADE. 


The British share of imports rose to 14-3 per cent. as 
against 12-1 per cent. in 1926. Germany still holds the first 
place among suppliers with 26-4 per cent., although her 
share has diminished (29-1 per cent. in 1926). Other con- 
tributors were the United States with 14-2 per cent., the 
Soviet Union 9-1 per cent., and Sweden 5:1 per cent. 

As regards exports there was a rise in the British share 
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from 28-8 per cent. to 31-4 per cent. of the total, Great 
Britain having taken mainly butter, bacon, eggs, timber and 
flax. Germany’s share also increased from 23-1 per cent. to 
29-8 per cent.; other Western countries took 32-5 per cent., 
and the Soviet Union only 6-3 per cent., which strikingly 
illustrates the extent of Estonian economic dependence on 
Western markets. 





SALVADOR. 





COMMERCIAL POSITION AND OUTLOOK. 


Like most other countries El Salvador was affected by the 
world crisis of 1921-22, writes Mr. Gerald Harrington, British 
Consul at San Salvador, in his Report on the Economic and 
Financial Conditions of the Republic of El Salvador (pub- 
lished by H.M. Stationery Office for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade). This depression continued until 1923, but the 
latter year coincided with a change of administration which, 
by a forceful and progressve policy, did much to re-establish 
the financial and economic health of the country. A 
settlement of the external debt was effected in August, 1923, 
under an arrangement which provided the Government with 
the means to undertake several works of public utility and 
to impart considerable impulse to various national activities. 
The efforts of the administration were assisted by the heavy 
coffee crop of 1923-24, and the ensuing year saw the country 
emerging from the economic difficulties that had beset her 
a few years before. The impetus acquired enabled the 
country to maintain a satisfactory degree of prosperity in 
spite of the reduced coffee harvest in 1924-25, and as the 
immediately following harvest produced a record coffee crop 
of nearly 60 million kilogs. the economic conditions of the 
country continued to be favourable. 

The short coffee crop in the 1926-27 harvest produced the 
customary reaction in the volume of imports which declined 
during the early part of 1927. This movement was accom- 
panied by an appreciable decrease in export revenue. How 
long this unfavourable condition will continue it is difficult 
to say. An excellent coffee crop was in sight for the harvest 
at the end of 1927, and if the political situation remains 
favourable the country should be in a position to resume 
its normal movement of progress. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN. 


The United States still retain their position as the chief 
source of supply for kl] Salvador. This may be ascribed 
chiefly to their favourable geographical position, but the 
energetic manner in which American goods are pushed and 
advertised, and the political predominance of the United 
States in Central America are further factors which favour 
their commerce. During 1926 the United States concluded 
a most-favoured-nation treaty with El Salvador, and thus 
joined France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Belgium and Switzer- 
land in receiving preferential treatment in certain articles. 
Until this discrimination is rectified several lines of British 
goods are practically excluded from the market. ‘The articles 
affected include mineral waters, perfumery, brushware, 
jewellery, biscuits, surgical instruments, sardines, condi- 
ments, rubber goods, etc. 

In the three years from 1923 to 1925 the United States 
increased her exports to El Salvador of manufactured goods 
by 120 per cent., as compared with an increase in exports 
from Great Britain to El Salvador of only 29 per cent. It 
is apparently impracticable for Great Britain to compete 
with the United States in cheap yarn and cloth in the 
Central American market, ‘but there is every likelihood that 
as the standard of living advances an increasing demand 
will be felt for finer grade textiles) for which Great Britain 
still remains the principal source of supply. 

Apart from cotton textiles certain other lines suggest them- 
selves, in which British exporters might increase their trade. 
Some of such lines are the following :—Silk cloth, natural 
and artificial; agricultural machinery; woollen yarn; paper 
and cardboard manufactures; packing paper; wallpaper; 
crystal or hollow glass; cement; galvanised iron sheets; 
fencing wire; medicinal compounds; electric material; 
porcelain and china; men’s hats; small tools. 

Imports of silk cloth into El Salvador rose from 27,541 
dollars in 1922 to nearly 500,000 dols. in 1925, and there 
seems every indication that the taste for this cloth will 
develop and endure. The latest statistics show a relatively 
small importation of woollen yarn, but it is probable that 
a substantial increase is taking place on account of the 
nascent weaving industry. 

Agricultural machinery is a broad classification and 
appears to include field machinery and hand instruments of 
all kinds, but not coffee nor sugar machinery. In the case 
of coffee and sugar machinery British imports are doing 
creditably as a result of hard agency work and careful study. 
The criticism has been made that British agricultural imple- 
ments are frequently too massive and heavy and that the 
local labourer prefers lighter and more manageable tools. 
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With regard to galvanised iron sheeting and fencing wire 
(most of the latter being barbed) the criticism has been made 
that the British products, although of good quality and of 
competitive price, are unattractively finished. Other foreign 
galvanised sheeting has a bright finish which is preferred 
locally, and other foreign wire is wound loosely on the reel, 
so that it bulks larger and is easier to handle. 

Cement and medicinal compounds are minor staples of 
the import trade. Imports of cement have increased con- 
siderably during the past few years on account of paving 
and road-making. Prices of British cement are said to be 
higher than those quoted in Germany, the United States, 
Belgium and the Scandinavian countries. Medicinal com- 
pounds include medicinal drugs in_ general, patent 
medicines, etc. Considerable attention is paid to the 
market by American, German and French manufacturers. 

Imports by parcels post appear to constitute a factor of 
increasing importance in the trade of the country. 

REPRESENTATION. 

The desirability of sending out travellers periodically in 
the lines that offer prospects for increased British trade is 
apparent. Certain lines, such as cottons, woollens, jute 
sacks, etc., in which fair business is now being done by 
British firms, appear to ‘be already adequately covered by 
regular travellers, but other promising lines are by no 
means so well served. ‘The relatively high expense of cover- 
ing the small market which El Salvador offers would be 
offset to some extent by including adjacent countries in the 
travellers’ itinerary. 

There are only two large British merchant houses and two 
or three smaller British agents in San Salvador, as compared 
with seven or eight substantial French houses and more 
than that number of German, Italian, Spanish and 
American houses combined. Most of the prominent mer- 
chants conduct both wholesale and retail business, and are 
inclined to confine themselves to the more important lines 
entering into the commerce of the country. Often they im- 
port for their own account and they are conservative in con- 
sidering a new representation, especially if it tends to restrict 
their choice of a source of supply or to involve them in the 
trouble necessary to push a new or competing article with 
little or no assistance from the exporter. Government 
purchases are usually not offered for tender, the business 
being arranged through a local firm of agents or through a 
Government agent abroad. 

With regard to advertising, the size and the nature of the 
market do not permit very generous publicity, but the 
question of advertising is an important one for many classes 
of goods, if they are to meet competition or if they are to 
attract an increasing demand. Much business is said to 
accrue to American manufacturers by advertisements in 
various trade journals published in the United States for 
circulation in Latin-America. Such journals are not too 
highly specialised. Letterpress and advertisements cover a 
wide range of articles likely to appeal to planters and general 
merchants. 





TRIPOLITANIA. 


REPORT ON THE ECONOMIC AND 
COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS. 


Tripolitania is at present experiencing those difficulties 
which are the inevitable aftermath of years of military 
turmoil, writes Mr. Hugh Dodds, British Consul at Tripoli, 
in his *Report on the Economic and Commercial Conditions 
in Tripolitania. 

In the last four years great strides have been made in 
consolidating the colony. The whole of the coast from the 
French frontier to Sirte, besides many places in the interior, 
are now under Italian administration. This shows remark- 
able progress when it is remembered that only four years 
ago it was unsafe to leave the confines of Tripoli town 
without a military escort. 

The colony does not possess any ready-made assets. There 
are no existing local industries of any value. Agriculture 
is in its infancy and cannot bring any return for some time 
to come. Trade consists in satisfying local demands, which 
are limited. There are likely to be difficult years ahead, 
which will tax the patience and resources of everyone 
concerned. 

Nevertheless, there is unquestionably a _ future for 
Tripolitania, even if it is confined to agriculture. There 
is every reason to suppose that there will be developments 
in a colony in which the Italians take such a deep interest 
and which has the great advantage of proximity to the 
mother country. 

The need of a large army of occupation precludes any 
possibility of Tripolitania paying her own way at present, 
but the purely civil balance-sheet for the last few years has 
been showing a steady though slow improvement. 


* Mr. Hugh Dodds’ Report is one of seven issued collectively 
as a ‘Survey of Economicand Commercial Conditions in Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia, Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, 1926-27.’ The 
Reports are published for the Department of Overseas Trade by 
H.M. Stationary Office. Price 4s. 6d. net, 4s. 8d. post free. 
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AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES. 


The future prosperity of Tripolitania would appear to 
depend on the agricultural possibilities of the colony. The 
Italian Government have now acquired large stretches of 
Jand which they are systematically apportioning into con- 
cessions. These they offer for sale. Many farms have 
already been taken up, and there are now 360 Italian con- 
cessionnaires established in the coastal regions between 
Zuara and Homs. Olive trees and barley both thrive in the 
country. The produce of the olive trees is likely to provide 
a large revenue to the colony in years to come. Fruit trees, 
particularly almond, orange, apricot, apple and fig, do well. 
Vines also grow readily and produce abundantly. Wine 
resembling that of Sicily has already been made for local 
consumption. 

Tunny fishing remains the most important industry in the 
colony. The principal requirements of the fishing establish- 
ments are oil, which is imported from Tunisia or France, 
and ropes. There would appear to be a possibility of 
business in the latter with the United Kingdom, as British- 
made rope is considered the best, and only the best can be 
used for the purpose. (A list of tunny fishing establish- 
ments is given in an Appendix to Mr. Dodds’ Report.) 

The Italian Government are studying the possibilities of 
deep-sea fishing in the Mediterranean. 


TRADE. 


During the last two years there has been a comparative 
falling off of trade activity, due to various reasons. Chief 
of these are (1) the failure of the crops; (2) the policy of 
economy by the administration; (3) the decrease of trade 
with Cyrenaica; and (4) the revaluation of the lira. 

The last-named, above all, has more seriously prejudiced 
trade than any other consideration. It was unexpected and 
found everyone unprepared, and brought with it no com- 
pensating benefits. It left the merchants with stocks in 
hand greatly reduced in value, and there were no means 
of disposing of their goods owing to the stagnation in trade. 
The new exchange should have improved the possibilities of 
trade with foreign countries. The large mass of imports 
come from Italy, but the competition of foreign countries 
is greatly handicapped by preferential tariffs. 

Until recent years the United Kingdom held the market 
in most cotton manufactures, but British goods are now 
fast losing their position. Formerly Italian manufacturers 
were unable to approach the finish and price of British 
products. This is no longer the case. Woollen yarns from 
Bradford, in spite of all difficulties, are, however, still 
holding their place on the market. 

When agriculture develops there will be more need for 
machinery. At present there is very little scope for this 
trade. It is very difficult to sell machinery on catalogues, 
with the result that the Italian manufacturers who are able 
to set up show-rooms in Tripoli have a decided pull over 
their competitors. During the first half of last year 5,986 
tons of coal were imported from Cardiff. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





BUSINESS CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK. 


The trend of industry and trade has been towards better- 
ment since the first of the year, states the National City 
Bank of New York, the chief evidences of this being in the 
automobile and steel industries. 

Outside of these two major lines, however, business shows 
more irregularity. On the whole, however, the trend has 
been forward, and the outlook for spring trade is appre- 
ciably brighter. Seasonal movement of winter apparel has 
been much retarded by the warm weather, and the season in 
the clothing trades is said to have been one of the worst for 
years. Coal has likewise been hurt by the warm weather, 
but building and dependent lines, on the other hand, have 
generally benefited. 

The cotton spinning industry is undergoing curtailment 
as the result of over-production. Mills have been apprised of 
the accumulation of goods and have been enabled to take 
steps to avoid the serious over-production which in the past 
has followed periods of activity. With the slowing down of 
business, however, the move towards wage reductions, in- 
itiated during the past few months, has been spreading 
further among the New England mills. The fact that these 
reductions (10 per cent. in most cases) are being generally 
accepted by the workers without contest is in itself strong 
evidence of the difficult position of the New England branch 
of the industry, due to relatively high production costs ani 
southern mill competition. Generally speaking, the southern 
mills had a good year in 1927 and wages in that section are 
not expected to be disturbed. 

The shoe industry during the latter part of last summer 
and in the early fall experienced a revival of activity, 
but reports of wage cuts and resulting strikes which have 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Conttnued. 





shut down most of the factories in Haverhill, Massachusetts, 
are evidence of difficulties in some branches of the industry. 
One of the immediate problems with which the shoe 
industry is having to contend is that created by rising 
prices of hides and leather. During the past year prices 
of hides have risen 65 to 75 per cent., and leather prices 
have also had a substantial increase. That shoe prices in 
turn will have to be advanced to conform to the trend of 
hides and leather would seem to be inevitable. 

Fourth quarter business comparisons now coming to light 
reveal the extent of the business slump which occurred 
during that period. Railway car-loadings amounting to 
12,903,546 cars, were 8 per cent. smaller than in the corre- 
sponding period of 1926 and 6 per cent. below those of the 
same period of 1925. Reflecting the decline in traffic gross 
railway revenues for the month of November fell nearly 103 
per cent. below those of November, 1926, while net income 
was Off 25 per cent., and at the rate of only 3-71 per cent. on 
the carriers’ property investment. For December the pre- 
liminary reports indicate a still more unfavourable showing, 
the returns for thirty roads thus far published showing a 
decline of 11-6 and 27-7 per cent. respectively in gross and 
net as compared with December, 1926. 


Shipping. 
BELGIUM. 
PORT DUES AND CHARGES AT ANTWERP. 


The British Consul-General at Antwerp has forwarded a 
report on charges incurred by vessels (including a disburse- 
ment account of a steamer discharging) and on goods at 
the port, from which a memorandum has been compiled 
and issued to steamship owners and brokers on the Special 
Register of the Department of Overseas Trade. 

Copies may be obtained by companies of British origin, 
capital and control upon application to the City Office of 
the Department (Shipping and Transport Section), 78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 














GERMANY. 


SS 


SHIPPING TRAFFIC AT HAMBURG IN 
JANUARY. 


(From the British Consul-General. ) 
HAMBURG. . 

There was little change in the volume of tonnage entered 
at the port in January as compared with December, but the 
total tonnage cleared showed a decline of upwards of 
250,000 tons, the decrease in tonnage cleared with cargo 
being 181,433 tons. 

British shipping in January amounted to 221 vessels of 
449,673 tons entered and 208 vessels of 423,014 tons cleared. 
as compared with 234 vessels of 452,904 tons entered and 
241 vessels of 457,336 tons cleared in the previous month. 
German tonnage in January amounted to 782.956 tons 
entered and 731,413 tons cleared, as against 730,082 and 
(31,413 tons respectively in December. | 

Note.—Enquiries regarding shipping and transport 
matters should be made at the City Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. | 


_ — 


Crops. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


, CORN PRICES. 
tatement showing the average price of British Corn per owt. 
of 112 Imperial pounds* as received from the Eanpentons of oon 
Returns in the week ended 25th February, 1928, pursuant to 
the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 








Average Price per owt. 














Period. 

Wheat. | Barley. Oata. 
s. d. 8. d. s. d. 
Week ended 25th Feb., 1928 ... 9 4 10 9 10 3 

Corresponding week in— 
1924 ... _ ove oy BE © ll 9 10 2 
1925 ... _ one ooo} 13 5 12 4 9 11 
1926 ... ses enn eee} 11 10 9 5 8 ll 
1927 ... coe oon ove], BE EO ll 2 8 3 

















_* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that In the weekl ~ 

and prices each sort of British Corn shall be Bd with nate uantitis 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve Imperial] standard pounds, 


computed with reference to the ' 





Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 





PREFERENCE CONDITIONS: GOLD LEAF. 


The High Commissioner for Australia is informed by the 
Commonwealth Department of Trade and Customs that 
gold leaf has been removed from the list of goods deemed, 
for Preference purposes, to be not commercially manufac- 
tured in Australia. 





PREFERENCE CONDITIONS: WOOL 
CARBONISED ABROAD. 


The High Commissioner for Australia has received advice 
from the Commonwealth Department of Trade and Customs 
to the effect that it has come under the notice of the Depart- 
ment that a large percentage of the wool used by certain 
United Kingdom manufacturers is carbonised in Belgium. 
The High Commissioner has been asked to point out that 
wool carbonised in countries other than the United King- 
dom or Australia is not a ‘‘ raw material ’’ for the purposes 
of the British Preference under the Commonwealth Tariff, 
and that goods made from such wool must not be declared 
under Preference Category ‘‘A”’ (i.e., ‘‘ wholly manufac- 
tured in the United Kingdom ’’). The eligibility for 
Preference of goods made from wool carbonised abroad 
depends on their deriving not less than 75 per cent. of 
their factory cost from United Kingdom labour and/or 
material, the total cost of the carbonised wool as received 
into factory being regarded as foreign. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





RAILWAY WAGGON INDUSTRY: TARIFF 
BOARD’S REPORT AND GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA’S DECISION. 


The Board of Trade have received information through the 
India Office to the effect that the Government of India has 
published the Tariff Board’s Report regarding the protection 
of the waggons and under-frames industry and also a 
statement conveying its own decisions in the matter of 
legislation to be introduced in the current session. The 
Government accepts the Board’s conclusions that, given 
a sufficiency of orders, the industry no longer requires 
assistance beyond the existing revenue duty, and, further, 
that, until the demand for waggons becomes normal, orders 
should be placed in India. The Government does not, 
however, accept the Board’s recommendations as made, and 
modifies them to the extent that tenders are to be called 
for firstly in India. The lowest tender will be accepted, 
provided the price is reasonable, otherwise firms will be 
told the maximum the Government can pay. If the firms 
are unwilling to accept, tenders will be placed simul- 
taneously in India and England. To obviate the loss of 
orders by Indian firms as a result of this course the 
Government has decided that the rate of duty on waggons 
and under-frames, component parts, except wheels and 
axles and vacuum brakes, shall be raised to the level of 
fabricated steel, viz., 17 per cent. ad valorem (or Rupees 21 
per ton), whichever is higher, if of British manufacture, 
and this rate plus Rs.15 per ton if not of British manufac- 
ture, the increase to last for three years. 

The Government refuses to accept the Board’s scheme for 
a bounty for steel castings, and announces that the manu- 
facture of these will continue in railway workshops. 
Agreeing with the Board, the Government will, however, 
impose a specific duty of RKs.2 per cwt. on bolts and nuts 
and will discontinue the protection of wire and wire nails. ~ 





CANADA. 





IMPORTATION OF SEEDS. 


In connection with the notice published under the above 
heading in this ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 17th February, 1927 (page 
199), it should be noted that Customs Circular No. 549c of 
17th December, 1926, has now been superseded by a Circular 
No. 636c dated 23rd January. 

The text of the regulations now applicable to the importa- 
tion of seeds into Canada as embodied in this revised 
Circular may be seen by persons interested on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 





<a. se 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS. CHILE. 
FREE IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
MEDICINES, DRUGS, ETC. NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 
Proclamation No. 17 of 1927 provides that on and after Ran : sr ie er ae Se = . 
lst January, 1928, the following goods shall be exempted hatin embed. mad eae eee Sein Aetna mie “ot = 

from the payment of Customs duty on importation into the G “4 P Seth he dhaahie he. 8 3 ha meres: —_— 

Colony, namely, medicines, drugs or surgical appliances im- ; _ ¥ — aw 7 aE ae oO imported 

es ' al into Chile at the lower rates of duty formerly applicable Ramon: 
ported by religious bodies to be used solely for free distribu- cic: inet Reiaiin h Piiien mate waitin te te f th eee 
tion in connection with the work of such religious bodies, vf ‘sea f th ‘ “ff ye on 
but so that in every case it shall be proved by the importer coming into force of the new farill. = 

to the satisfaction of the Collector of Customs that the par- — Back tc 

ticular article or articles in respect whereof such exemption 5 on 

is claimed has or have been imported solely for the aforesaid FRENCH GUIANA. Then : 

use. eee mg 

é 

EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN GOODS FROM Bugs, | 

PALESTINE. IMPORT SURTAX. Kray 

sel 

The ‘* Journal Officiel ’’ (Paris) for 15th February contains Ice B 

MODIFICATION tlh oe CUSTOMS DUTY |  . Decree, dated 11th February and effective on Ist January _‘ Virtae 

last, which provides for the exemption of the following The +4 

A notification recently published in the Palestine ‘‘ Com- articles from the surtax of 2 per cent. ad valorem levied _ di. 

mercial Bulletin’’ announces the deletion of ‘‘ tools and on goods imported into French Guiana:—Live cattle; The La 

implements used in handicrafts ’’ from the list of articles condensed or preserved milk, sugared or not; wheat flour: Bean S 

which are exempted from Customs duty on importation books; compound medicaments; all kinds of agricultural epereany 
into Palestine. and industrial machines; spare and constituent parts of 

The item ‘‘drugs raw and prepared’’ has also been these machines, including husking or similar machines; 
deleted from this list and the following items substituted drays, motor lorries, coal trucks and light motor lorries, OFFI 
therefor :— motor tractors; rails and wagons, turntables and points; The 

‘‘Drugs raw and prepared, other than the following tools; boats, mechanically propelled; engines (moteurs); metal 
articles, which are capable of use for industrial purposes. framework for agricultural or industrial use; sugar cane, troyd, 
Provided that where the Director of Customs, Excise and cacao and coffee plants; greenhouse and nursery plants; and Distr 
Trade is satisfied that any consignment of the said articles all plants for the agricultural and industrial development Bankr 
is so prepared that they will be used exclusively for of the Colony; and quinine and quinine salts and deriva- respec 
medicinal purposes, the consignment shall be entitled to tives. for th 
exemption :— —_ retirel 

** Acid sulphuric, acid muriatic, acid nitric, acid citric, Mr 
acid tartaric, acid carbonic, acid acetic, carbonate or bicar- JAPAN. ; 
bonate of soda, chlorate of potassium, castor oil, vaseline, : ne - 
glycerine, hyposulphate of soda, Epsom salts, hydrogen au 
peroxide (oxygenated water), almond oil, starch powder, talc CONTROL OF SILK TEXTILES FOR EXPORT. Turne 
powder, paraffin oil, nitroglycerine, essence of turpentine, H.M. Ambassador at Tokio reports the issue of an Imperial Mr. 
chloride of lime, gum Arabic, ammonia (liquid or solid), Ordinance (No. 359 of 24th December), prescribing that the Bankr 
extracts and essences of fruit and flowers, methyl violet, Law for the control of silk textiles for export from Japan, Pyke 
alum. ’’ referred to in the ‘‘ Journal ’”’ of 16th June, 1927 (p. 707), _— 

was to come into force on 15th January. 
SAINT LUCIA. - PATI 

REVISED CUSTOMS TARIFFS—SURTAX ON MEXICO. 

IMPORTS. Noti 

A Bill has been introduced revising the Customs Tariff of EXPORT TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. Section 
St. Lucia, consolidating and replacing the Schedules to the T wrt ‘6 Djtart os . 

Customs Duties ines No. 1 of 1921, as subsequently Ph tage a togsarimmatg lth a ee endor: 
amended (see ‘‘ Journal ’’ notice of lst December last, page : ee ao ee ee caer ae below 
575). It also provides for the reduction to 5 per cent. ad duty on the undermentioned articles exported from 

valorem of the duty on motor vehicles when wholly of Mexico:—Unworked tortoiseshell (Tariff No. 22), from 10 in as 
British manufacture. In other respects the Schedules to 5 pesos per kilog. (legal); broad beans, fresh or dried of Pai 
follow the lines of the Tariff to be replaced, but it should be (Tariff No. 94), from 1 peso to 10 centavos per 100 kgs. ee 
noted that in addition to the duties set out in the Schedule (gross); barley (Tariff No. 113), from 1 peso to 10 centavos 

of Import Duties a further duty at the rate of 173 per cent. per 100 kgs (gross). 939 
will be leviable for the use of the Colony on all goods men- (998° 
tioned therein with the exception of wheaten flour, coal, — 

empty bags imported for the exportation of sugar, cocoa, 

copra, and other agricultural products, and casks, barrels, TUNIS. 239 ¢ 
shooks, staves and headings imported for the exportation of (21184 
agricultural products. 

The oy sms oy “ - > a” INCREASED DUTIES ON TOBACCO AND re 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, ueen Stree ,ondon, . 
sw 1 , . ’ TOBACCO PRODUCTS. (21185 

The ‘‘ Journal Officiel Tunisien ’”’ for 11th January con- 
tains a Decree dated 30th December and effective Ist January 
FOREIGN. which increases the Customs duties leviable on tobacco and 
tobacco products (ex Tariff No. 109) on importation into 169,2 
BOLIVIA. Tunis by private individuals from France and Algeria and (16731 
foreign countries. The new duties are as follow :— 
NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. Tobacco manufactured for the personal use of importers 210,0 
Rags ng woo at La bh ead cata dap aige copy of up to a quantity of 10 kgs. per person per annum :— (21993 
the new ivian Customs Tariff referred to in the notice ™ . . 
in the issue of the ‘‘ Journal ’”’ for 12th January (page 54). canes OE eGUNETNG, THD He. Her sting 213,: 

Particulars of the new duties on any class of goods may be Chewing tobacco and snuff, 90 frs. per kilog. (5915 
obtained from the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Pipe tobacco from the Levant, 150 frs. per kilog. 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. Pipe tobacco of any other origin, 100 frs. per kilog. 
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e 
ina. Government Notices. 
CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS ACT, 1927. 
FILMS REGISTERED IN THE WEEK ENDED 281TH FEBRUARY, 1928. 
raph, . f Fil . er h f Maker’ | Length | Registered Date of 
a Title of Film. Registered in the name o aker’s name. | (feet). No. Resialvation. 
10Nn. 
vorted | FOREIGN. 
icable Ramona ... ion ... | Allied Artists Corp., Ltd. ... ..|Inspiration Pictures, Inc. ... ; a 7751 F. 339 | 22 Feb. 
f the Pioneer Scout... ...| Famous-Lasky Film Service, Ltd.|Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. ...| 6048 F. 340 22 Feb. 
Campus Cuties... ...|Famous-Lasky Film ahha Ltd.|Paramount Famous Lasky a 1557 F. 41 | 22 Feb. 
Sand a _ .../New Era Films, Ltd. .{Productions Markus . i sna 6549 F. 42 | 22 Feb. 
Back to Liberty ... ...Gaumont British Picture ‘Corp. .,|Excellent Pictures Corp. dois — 5924 F. 343 22 Feb. 
Ltd. : | 
Husbands for Rent .., Warner Bros. Pictures, Ltd. ...|Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. 4487 FY. 44 | 2 Feb. 
When Two Worlds Meet. Cinema Exclusives ... o .../ Universum-Film Aktiengesellschaft | 7500 F. 345 | 23 Feb. 
Lunch for Two _... ... Cinema Exclusives ... ...| Universum-Film 7 eel 5000 F. 346 23 Feb. 
The Warning mS ..-|Film Booking Offices (1919), ‘Ltd. ...|Columbia Pictures Corp. ... | 5429 F. 347 25 Feb. 
Mi Bugs, My Dear ..-|Famous-Lasky Film Service, Ltd. |Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. sai 1577 F. 548 25 Feb. 
Krazy Kat Canton | 
(series) : | 
tains Ice Boxed ue a | Famous- Lasky Film Service, Ltd.|Paramount Famous Lask ted a 530 F. 349 25 Feb. 
duary Virtue ..-|New Era Films, Ltd. .| Hugo-Engel Ges.-m.-b.- — 8200 F. 350 25 Feb. 
wi The Sky Skidder . ++ eee Motion Picture Co., Ltd, | Universal Pictures Corp. | 4335 F. 351 25 Feb. 
ie Cloud Dodger... .|European Motion Picture Co., Ltd.|Universal Pictures Corp... a 4181 F. 352 28 Feb. 
evied Guardians of the Wild ...|European Motion Picture Co., Ltd.|Universal Pictures Corp. bind | 4825 F. 355 | 28 Feb. 
attle; The Law of the Range... me Metro-Goldwyn, Ltd. .|Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures se 53500 F. 354 | 28 Feb. 
Nour: Beau Sabreur .... ../\Famous-Lasky Film Service, Ltd.|Paramount Famous-Lasky Corp. ... | 6757 F. 355 | 26 Feb. 
—_- Sporting Goods ... .|Famous-Lasky Film Service, Ltd.|Paramount Famous-Lasky Corp. ...| 5831 F. 356 | 26 Feb. 
ts of Nortre.—Films, the titles of which appear in italics, are parts of series. 
ines; -_ mt 
Ties, OFFICIAL RECEIVERSHIPS IN BANKRUPTCY. 
ints: No. and Year Grantee. Title. 
, The Board of Trade have appointed Mr. Frederick Murga- of Patent. 
_— d, Official Receiver in Bank for the Manchest 
ane, troy f iclal Receiver in om ruptcy for u e anc es or 215,296 | - “Tmprovements in reinforce- 
and District, and Mr. John Davis Turner, Official Receiver in (16545/23) _— for concrete and the 
' " . e aiid ike. 
nent Bankruptcy for he Stoke upon Trent District, to ‘be, 215,297 *Setenevemnie tt end se 
riva- respectively, Senior Official Receiver and Official Receiver (16546/23) lating to pipe joints and 
for the Manchester District, as from 9th March, 1928, on the the like.” 
215,298 ‘‘Improvements in method 
retirement of Mr. John Grant Gibson; (16547/23) of and machine for coiling 
Mr. Cyril John Pyke, Official Receiver in Bankruptcy for wire reinforcements for con- 
: : ; ; Watson, C. W.... te pi d like bodies.” 
the Cambridge District, to be Official Receiver in Bankruptcy 217,227 r ee rte re ‘on aaa a 
for the Stoke-upon-Trent District in succession to Mr. (13692/24) lating to machines for cen- 
RT. “ae 1 trifugally moulding concrete 
+ oo or like structures, including 
rial Mr. Frederick Harold Langmaid to be Official Receiver in iia ie sd 
the hs ; ee , — 5, ‘‘Improvements in process 
an <egiaiaad for the Cambridge District in succession to Mr. (4783/24) and apparatus for making 
07) Pyke. ——— structures centri- 
3 J & uga y- 
227,425 Holley, E. ..-| ‘An improved coating for 
(29991/24) and method of application 
PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 1919. thereof to foundry moulds.” 
227,453 Compagnie Lor-| ‘Improvements relating to 
LICENCES OF RIGHT. (586/25) raine de Char- the connection of conduc- 
bons Lampes et tors to the brushes of elec- 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of Appareillages trical machines.” 
; . Electriques. ‘‘ Pneumatic lint-cleaners for 
Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents wore 229,230 Entwistle Co., T. warping mechines, looms 
as a endorsed ‘‘Licences of Right,’’ on the dates specified (27147/24) C. and other machines.” 
the below :-— 232,679 | (‘*Tmprovements in and re- 
om (1850/24) lating to refractory ma- 
terials, articles made there- 
; 10 No. and Year Geenten. Title. Mond, A.L.(Metal from, and method of making 
ried of Patent. and Thermit/4 tho same.’ 
Las. — 232,680 Corporation. ‘‘Improvements in the pro- 
vos 14th February, 1928. (1851/24) duction of a form of 
232,619 | Siemens-Schuck-| ‘Mothod of and means for 234,502 ~ | Kalker Maschin- EP ee nth il paren? 
(9983/25) ertwerke Ges. switching out portions of (13355/25) enfabrik Akt.- varying the pressure exerted 
circuits with wattless Cles. by hydraulic machines.” 
a Pn ea 235,161 Remondy, L. E.| “A firing device for aircraft 
236 842 mprovements in or relating (11380/25) and other projectiles.” 
(21184/25) we scavenging ports of two- 267,879 Barthel, H. .--| Improvements in or relating 
tl hon pelea (25979/26) to the manufacture of 
= ne talli icl - 
240,421 ‘ Brown, E. ‘**|') “Improvements in scaveng- nese phone pel pita 
(21185/25) ing ports for two-stroke process.” 
on- cy cle internal - combustion 267,981 Obermoser, A....| ‘‘ Improvements in or relating 
ary j , om. (7797/27) to means for transmitting 
ind 22nd February, 1928. se ‘ —_ an electric 
nto 169,264 Audianne, P. ...| “Improvements in and re- 272,039 | Marks, E. C. R.| “ Improvements in epparstus 
ind (16731/20) lating to apparatus for the (14930/26) (American Ma- for coating metals by dip- 
manufacture of sulphuric chine and Foun- ping.’ 
anhydride.” dry Co.). 
ers 210,044 Metal and Ther-| ‘Improvements in and re- 273,783 Marks, E. C. R.| ‘“ Improvement in device for 
(21993/23) mit Corporation. lating to moulds for welding (8511/26) (International feeding scrap tobacco.” 
rails and the like.” Cigar Machinery 
213,239 Demnitz, A. ...| ‘‘Improvements in and re- Co.) 
(5915/24) lating to pneumatic presses - 
for cementing soles on to The Patent Office. W. S. Jarratt, 
shoes and the like.” Comptroller-General. 
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Proposed Tariff Changes. 


CANADA. 








PROPOSED TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


With reference to the Notice in last week’s issue of the 
‘ Journal ’’ respecting the Canadian Budget proposals for 
amendments of the Canadian Customs Tariff, the Board of 
Trade have received a copy of the Budget Resolutions affect- 
ing the Customs Tariff, which were introduced on 16th 
February, and held to be in effect on and after 17th 
February. 

The document was received in the Board of Trade too late 
to admit of publication of the lengthy details in this week’s 
issue of the ‘‘ Journal.’’ Full particulars of the Tariff altera- 
tions will, however, be given in our next issue; and, in the 
meantime, British traders interested may inspect’ the 
Schedule of Tariff amendments at the Office of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. That Department will be prepared, in response to 
written applications, to furnish information as to the pro- 
posed new Tariff classification of, and rates of duty on, any 
specified class of goods. An indication of the scope of the 
Tariff amendments was given at p. 254 of the ‘* Journal ”’ 
of 23rd February. 


_ — 


Openings for British Trade 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, ARTIFICIAL SILK PIECE- 
GOODS AND TEXTILES GENERALLY.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Sydney, two representatives of which are 
at present visiting this country, desire to obtain the represent- 
ation of British manufacturers of the above lines. They have 
a London shipping house who would attend to the necessary 
shipments. (This firm also desires other agencies—see Ref. 
No. 169.) (Ref. No. 168.) . 

HARDWARE, ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES, WIRELESS 
SETS AND COMPONENTS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Sydney, two representatives of which are at present visiting 
this country, desire to obtain the representation of British manu- 
facturers of the above lines. They have a London shipping 
house who would attend to the necessary shipments. (This firm 
also desires other agencies—see Ref. No. 168.) (Ref. No. 169.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

TELEPHONES AND DIALS.—The Office of H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that the Deputy 
Director, Posts and Telegraphs Department, Melbourne, is 
calling for tenders to be presented by 13th March for telephones 
and dials. Further information can be obtained by firms 
desirous of offering material of British manufacture on appli- 
cation to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4241.) 

METAL JOINTING SLEEVES.—The Office of H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that the Deputy Direc- 
tor Posts and Telegraphs, Melbourne, is calling for tenders to be 
presented by 6th March for metal jointing sleeves. Further 
particulars can be obtained by firms desirous of offering material 
of British manufacture on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, §8.W. 1. (Ref. 
A.X. 5970.) 

HEAVY DUTY VERTICAL MILLING MACHINE.—H.M. 
Acting Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that 
tenders are invited by the Victorian Railways Commissioners for 
the supply and delivery of one heavy duty vertical milling 
machine specially constructed for extra heavy duty and suitable 
for use in a railway rolling stock workshop for machining loco- 
motive connecting and side rod ends, etc. Tenders will be 
received at Melbourne up to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 2nd May, 
1928. Local representation is essential. Firms in a position 
to offer British materials can obtain further particulars on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5966.) 

CONTACT PRESSURE TESTERS.—The Office of H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that the Deputy 
Director, Posts and Telegraphs, Melbourne, is calling for tenders 
to be presented by 24th April for the supply of contact pressure 
testers. Further information can be obtained by firms desirous 
_ nat pers of gs manufacture on application to the 

epartment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, > 
S.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 4249.) ’ — 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
a AUSTRALIA. 

ARE, XYLONITE, GLASSWARE, CUTLERY, 
CLOCKS, ETC.—The representative of a Sydney firm is at i. 
sent visiting this country, and is desirous of etting into touch 
with manu acturers of brassware, xylonite, glassware, cutlery, 
clocks and all lines connected with jewellery and fancy goods 
trade with a view to buying and ma ing agency arrangements. 














OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Oontinued 





Replies should be addressed in the first instance to the Commer. 
cial Officer, Office of the High Commissioner for Australia, Aus- 
tralia House, Strand, London, W.C. 2, quoting Reference No, 
517. 

TEXTILES.—The representative of a Melbourne firm is at 
present in London, and is desirous of getting into touch with 
British manufacturers of cotton piece-goods, Manchester and 
Nottingham specialities, cretonnes, curtain nets, silk and arti- 
ficial silk piece-goods, etc. Replies should be addressed, in 
the first instance, to the Commercial Officer, Office of High Com- 
missioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2, quoting Reference No. 518. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


PIECE-GOODS.—A_ well-connected Indian gentleman in 
Cawnpore is desirous of obtaining the local representation of a 
Manchester firm of exporters of piece-goods. (Ref. No. 170.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

VARIOUS STORES.—The Director-General, India Store De- 
partment, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, invites tenders for :— 

Schedule. 

(1) 2,000 buffer plungers. 

(2) 1,200 helical coil springs. 

(5) 1,100 skins, buffalo hide for railway carriages (sample re- 
quired with tender). 

(4) 150 rolls canvas, roofing (samples, proofed and unproofed, 
required with tender). 

(5*) 70 K.W. D.C. steam engine-driven generating set. 

Tenders due 13th March, 1928, for Nos. 1 and 2; 16th March, 
1928, for Nos. 3 and 4; and 30th March, 1928, for No. 5. 

Forms of tender obtainable from the above at a fee (which 
will not be returned) of 5s. for each schedule. 

*Tenders are being called for simultaneously in India for 
schedule No. 5. 

TAPE PAPER AND STEEL POLES.—The Director-General, 
India Store Department, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, in- 
vites tenders for schedule (1) 175,000 rolls tape paper for bandot 
receivers (samples required with tender), and (2)* 721 tubular 
steel poles for electrical transmission. Tenders due 13th March, 
1928, for No. 1 and 2nd April, 1928, for No. 2. Forms of 
tender obtainable from the above at a fee (which will not be 
returned) of 5s. for each schedule. 

* Tenders are being called for simultaneously in India for 


Schedule No. 2. 


ACETYLENE GENERATING PLANT AND ACCESS- 
ORIES.—The Directors of the South Indian Railway Company, 
Ltd., are prepared to receive tenders closing on 9th March for 
the supply of acetylene generating plant and _ accessories. 
Specifications and forms of tender are available at the Company’s 
offices, 91, Petty France, Westminster, London, 8.W. 1. 

STEEL RAILS AND FISHPLATES.—The _ Director- 
General, India Store Department, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 
S.E. 1, invites tenders for :— 

Schedule :— 

(1) 928 tons steel flat footed 115 lbs. B.S. rails, of which 
500 tons are to be treated by the ‘‘ Sandberg Sorbitic ’’ process ; 

(2) 1,600 pairs ‘‘ ordinary ”’ or ‘‘ bonding ”’ fishplates for above 
rails. 

Tenders due 13th March, 1928. 

Forms of tender obtainable from the above at a fee (which 
will not be returned) of 5s. for each Schedule. 








BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


BOOTS AND SHOES.—A well recommended agent for 
textiles, etc., who covers the British West Indies and has 
offices in Jamaica and Barbados, desires to obtain the represent- 
ation of manufacturers of men’s and women’s boots and shoes 
of all kinds. (Repetition of Ref. No. 503.) (Ref. No. 171.) 


CANADA. 

CHEMICALS AND ROCK SALT.—A firm of chemical im- 
porters and exporters in Montreal, who handle a general range 
of chemicals for industrial and pharmaceutical purposes only, 
which they sell to the wholesale trade throughout Canada, desire 
to represent, preferably as sole buying agents, British producers 


of rock salt. (Ref. No. 172.) 


NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

HEAD RECEIVERS.—The Office of H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner at Wellington reports that the Post and Telegraph Depart- 
ment, Wellington, are calling for tenders, to be presented by 
17th April, for the supply and delivery of head receivers, Further 
information can be obtained by firms desirous of offering material 
of British manufacture on application to the Department of Over- 
cone Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 
4239. ) 

7,500 K.W. GENERATOR AND TURBINE, LAKE COLE- 
RIDGE POWER SCHEME, SECTION 211.—The Office ol 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington reports that the Public 
Works 7% Wellington, are calling for tenders, to be 
presented by 29th May, for 7,500 K.W. generator and turbine. 
Further information can be obtained by firms desirous of offering 
material of British manufacture on application to the St 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S. 
(Ref. B.X. 4240.) 








See 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


EQUIPMENT FOR NEW WORKSHOPS.—The Officer-in- 
Charge of H.M. Trade Commissioner’s office at Wellington 
reports that the New Zealand Government Railways are 
inviting tenders for the supply and delivery of various items 
which are required for workshops at different parts on the 
New Zealand Railways, as under :— 

4 Ventilating and heating units. 

4 Battery shunting locomotives and charging sets. 

2 Boring mills for car and wagon tyres. 

1 Face grinding machine. 

4 Plain milling machines, rack-feed. 

2 Sand cutting machines. 

4 Pipe and tube bending machines. 

1 Shearing machine. 

4 Circular saw benches. 

4 Universal type spot welding machines. 

2 Paint spraying machines, etc., etc. 

Tenders will be received at Wellington until noon on 
Sth June, 1928. 

Firms in a position to offer British materials can obtain further 
particulars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5976.) 

RIVETTED STEEL PIPE LINE.—The Officer-in-Charge of 
H.M. Trade Commissioner’s Office at Wellington reports that the 
New Zealand Public Works Department are inviting tenders for 
the supply, delivery and erection of a rivetted steel pipe line 
approximately 2,464 ft. long at the Lake Coleridge Power 
Station, together with an extension to the bus pipe about 59 ft. 
long and all necessary fastenings and fittings. Tenders must 
reach Wellington by 4 p.m. on 29th May. Firms in a position 
to offer British materials can obtain further particulars on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5957.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


HOSIERY.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Johannes- 
burg, which has been carrying hosiery lines for a number of 
years, and claims to have a good connection in and knowledge 
of the trade in the Transvaal, desires to undertake, in conjunc- 
tion with other sub-agents in other parts of the Union, the 
representation of a British manufacturer producing a complete 
range of silk and artificial silk hosiery, who is prepared to main- 
tain consignment stocks with a view to competing with American 
productions at present on the market. (Repetition of Ref. No. 
90.) (Ref. No. 173.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

TELEGRAPH MATERIAL.—H.M. Senior Trade Commis 
sioner in South Africa reports that the South African Railways 
and Harbours are calling for tenders to be presented by 15th 
March for telegraph material, comprising cYoss-arms, copper 
binders, copper tapes, insulators, spindles and copper wire. 
Further information can be obtained ™ firms desirous of offering 
material of British manufacture on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. BX. 4235.) 

STEAM WAGONS AND TRAILERS.—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at Johannesburg reports that the Town Council of 
Johannesburg are inviting tenders for the supply of three 6-ton 
steam wagons and three 3-ton trailers. Tenders must reach 
Johannesburg not later than noon on 22nd March, 1928. Local 
representation is in practice essential. Firms in a position to 
offer British materials can obtain further particulars on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5954.) 

ENGINE CLEANING AND WOOLLEN WASTES.—H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports a call for 
tenders issued by the Administration of the South African Rail- 
ways and Harbours for the supply and delivery of engine-clean- 
ing waste and woollen waste for packing axle boxes (Tender No. 
1179). Tenders are due at Johannesburg not later than noon on 
Thursday, 12th April, 1928. Local representation is in practice 
essential. Firms in a position to offer British materials can 
obtain further particulars on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 
A.X. 5956.) 

BOILER FEED PUMPS AND PIPING.—H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that the Electric 
Supply Department of the Town Council of Pretoria is inviting 
tenders for the supply, delivery and erection of two boiler feed 
pumps, tanks, etc., and a complete system of piping for station 
extensions (Contract No. 5). Tenders will be received by the 
Town Council of Pretoria up to 26th April, 1928. Firms in a 
position to offer British materials can obtain further particulars 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5967.) 

BOILER HOUSE EQUIPMENT ' (Contract No. 4).—H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa has forwarded 
specification and drawings relative to a call for tenders by the 
Town Council, Pretoria, for the-supply, delivery, erection and 
testing on site at the Council’s electric power station of one 
Water tube steel-cased boiler with mechanical stokers, super- 
heater, economiser, fan, chimney, etc., but no pipe work other 
than unit connections of foundations provided under the build- 
ing contract. Local representation is in practice essential. 
enders will be received at Pretoria up to noon on Thursday, 
26th April, 1928. Firms in a position to offer British materials 
can obtain further = on application to the Department 
of x soe rade, » Old Queen Street, London, §.W. 1. (Ref. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —Continued. 


EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 


COTTON AND WOOLLEN GABARDINES.—An agent estab- 
lished at Brussels is desirous of obtaining the representation of 
British manufacturers of the above goods. (Ref. No. 174.) 


FRANCE. 


GRAINS, PRESERVES, COFFEE, COCOA, SULPHATE OF 
COPPER, NITRATE OF SODA, SUGAR.—A French firm at 
Nantes and Angers desires to act as brokers for British firms 
exporting sugars of all sorts, grains and flours, rice, manioc, 
sulphate of copper, nitrate of soda, coffees, cocoa, preserves of 
all kinds, and dried fruits. (Ref. No. 175.) 

COAL.—A French agent at Courbevoie, near Paris, desires to 
secure the exclusive agency of a United Kingdom colliery. 
(Ref. No. 176.) 

DRESS-SHIELDS, ETC.—A French agent in Paris desires to 
secure the agency of British manufacturers of dress-shields or 
other articles likely to interest haberdashery or departmental 
stores. (Ref. No. 177.) 


GERMANY. 


CHAMOIS LEATHER.—An agent in Cologne desires to repre- 
sent, for Western Germany, a British manufacturer producing 
the above. (Ref. No. 178.) 

MEN’S CAPS, ZEPHYRS (SHIRTINGS).—An agent in 
Cologne desires to represent, on a commission basis for the 
whole of Germany, a British manufacturer of the above. (Ref. 
No. 179.) 

BUTTER.—An agent in Berlin desires to represent a British 
firm of butter exporters. (Ref. No. 180.) 


HOLLAND. 
SHIP-BUILDING.—A Rotterdam firm desire to secure the sole 


representation for Holland, on a commission basis, of British 
manufacturers of steering gears, stems and sternposts, and 
anchor windlasses. (Ref. No. 181.) 


HOLLAND AND DUTCH COLONIES. 


PAPER, OFFICE STATIONERY AND EQUIPMENT, TIN 
CONTAINERS, PATENT ARTICLES.—Agent at The Hague 
desires to secure the representation, on commission basis, of 
British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 182.) 


ITALY. 

DRUGS AND SPICES.—A firm in Trieste desire to secure 
the representation of British exporters of the above. Corre- 
spondence in English. (Ref. No. 183.) 

CRUDE RUBBER; CHEMICAL, ETC., PRODUCTS FOR 
RUBBER INDUSTRIES.—A Turin agent with sound experi- 
ence of the rubber trade desires to secure the representation, on 
commission basis, of British exporters of the above. Correspon- 


dence in English. (Ref. No. 184.) 


ROUMANIA. 


DRUGS ANR INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, TEXTILE 
AND KNITTING MACHINERY, MACHINERY FOR 
VARIOUS PURPOSES AND TOOLS, TUBES AND MATE- 
RIALS FOR THE MINING AND OIL INDUSTRIES, 
COTTON AND WOOLLEN YARNS AND WASTE.—A firm 
of commission agents established in Bucharest desire to obtain 
the representation of British manufacturers of the above goods. 
(Ref. No. 185.) 

LEATHERS (DRESSED); BOOTMAKERS’ WARES AND 
THREAD; CREPE RUBBER SOLES.—A firm of agents 
established in Bucharest desire to obtain the representation of 
British manufacturers of the above goods. (Ref. No. 186.) 


SWEDEN. 

WOOLLEN HOSIERY AND KNITTED WOOLLEN GOODS 
(PULL-OVERS, ETC.), WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A firm 
of dealers in textiles and fancy goods in Stockholm desire to 
obtain the representation of British manufacturers of the above 
articles. (Ref. No. 187.) 


COMMERCIAL BANK OF THE | 
NEAR EAST LIMITED. 


HEAD OFFICE: 


4,LondonWall Buildings,London,E.C.2 | 


BRANCHES AT 


ALEXANDRIA and CONSTANTINOPLE 
Authorised Capital - - £200,000 
Paid-up Capital - - - £200,000 


Banking and Foreign Exchange business of every description 
transacted. 

Current Accounts opened, and Interest allowed on Daily Balances. | 

Deposits for Fixed Periods received at rates which may be 
ascertained on application. 

Loans granted on approved Securities, Goods and Produce. 

Bills Negotiated or sent for Collection. 

Special facilities for business with the Near East. 

ASSOCIATED BANK: | 


COMMERCIAL BANK OF GREECE. | 
(Athens & Branches). 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Consinued. 
NEAR EAST. 
EGYPT. 


ASPHALT.—A firm of import and export merchants 
established at Cairo desire to open up business relations with 
British manufacturers of solid asphalt. (Partial repetition of 
Ref. No. 71.) (Ref. No. 188.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

IRON BEDSTEADS.—H.M. Consul-General at Alexandria 
reports that the Egyptian Quarantine Board, Alexandria, is call- 
ing for tenders to be received by 15th March for the supply 
c.i.f. Alexandria of 200 iron bedsteads. Further particulars 
may be obtained by firms desirous of offering bedsteads of British 
manufacture upon application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4242.) 


TURKEY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


PONTOON BRIDGE.—The British Commercial Secretary at 
Constantinople has forwarded a copy of the technical specifica- 
tions and conditions of payment, together with blue prints, rela- 
tive to the construction of a pontoon bridge across the Golden 
Horn at Oun Kapan. A minimum delay of three months as from 
lst January last has been fixed for the receipt of offers. Firms 
in a position to offer British materials can obtain further particu- 
lars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5960.) 


FAR EAST. 
SIAM. 


TWO IRRIGATION PUMPING SETS.—H.M. Consul- 
General at Bangkok reports a call for tenders by the Royal 
Siamese Irrigation, Department, to be presented by 2 p.m. on 
Sth May, 1928, for two complete 24 inch irrigation pumping 
sets each mounted on a steel barge which will be self pro- 
pelled by the main engine. Firms_in a position to offer British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5972.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


MOTOR SHOW.—A short Report on the 27th Motor Show held 
at Philadelphia from 14-2lst January has been prepared by the 
Department of Overseas Trade from information furnished by 
the Acting British Vice-Consul at Philadelphia and issued to 
firms whose names are entered on its § “| Register. British 
firms desirous of receiving a copy of this Report should com- 
municate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 


Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5952.) 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE— Continued. 





AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK INDUSTRY.—A confidential] 
Report on the American automobile and truck industry in the 
United States of America during 1928 has been prepared by the 
Department of Overseas Trade from information furnished by 
the British Commercial Counsellor at Washington and issued to 
firms whose names are entered on its Special Register. British 
firms desirous of receiving a copy of this Report should com. 
municate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 5921.) 


LATIN AMERICA. 





CHILE. 

MARKET FOR FENCING WIRES.—A brief memorandum 
on the market for fencing wires in Chile has been prepared by 
the Department of Overseas Trade from information furnished 
by the British Commercial Secretary at Santiago, and issued to 
firms whose names are entered on its Special Register. British 
firms desirous of receiving a copy of this Report should com- 
municate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 5958.) 

MARKET FOR EDIBLE OILS.—A memorandum on the 
market for edible oils in Chile has been prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, from information furnished by the 
British Commercial Secretary at Santiago, and issued to firms 
whose names are entered on its Special Register. British firms 
desirous of receiving a copy of this memorandum, together with 
particulars of the Special Register service of information and 
form of application for registration, should communicate with 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 4246.) 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

CEMENT, GENERAL MACHINERY, TEXTILES, ETC. 
——A British commercial agent of Maracaibo, Venezuela, is desir- 
ous of securing the representation of British firms manufacturing 
or exporting the following :—Cement, general machinery, small 

lunger pumps, small semi-Diesel engines, and motor tyres. He 
is also interested in ladies’ cotton dress fabrics, drills for men’s 
wear, artificial silks and light-weight waterproofs. He is also 
desirous of undertaking the sale of liquors and a good class of 


jam. (Ref. No. 189.) 


VENEZUELA. 

WHISKY, GIN, CHOCOLATES, FANCY BISCUITS, PRE- 
SERVED FRUITS, ETC.—A merchant firm in Caracas is desir- 
ous of securing the representation of a British firm exporting 
whisky and gin, chocolates, fancy biscuits, preserved fruits and 
other table delicacies. (Ref. No. 190.) 





THE BOARD OF TRADE 


Great George Street, London, S.W.1. 


Telephone : 
Victoria 3840. 





DEPARTMENTS. 


OvERSEAS TRADE (DEVELOPMENT AND INTELLIGENCE), 
(Joint Department with Foreign Office). 
35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 
City Branch Office: 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.2. (London Wall 4713.) 
Export Credits Guarantee Depariment : 

9, Clements Lane, Lombard Street, E.C.4. (Royal 8771.) 
British Industries Fair, Foreign Samples Section, and Catalogue 
Library : 

35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 9040.) 


MINES. 


Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, S.W. 1. 
Telegrams: ‘ Minindust, Parl., London.” 


(Victoria 9310.) 


COMMERCIAL RELATIONS AND TREATIES.—Great George Street, 
S.W.1. (Victoria 3840) :—including Imports and Exports 
Licensing Section. 

INDUSTRIES AND MANUFACTURES.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
(Victoria 3840) :—including Gas Administration 

PATENT OFFICE AND INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY.—25, Southampton 
Buildings, Chancery Lane, W.C.2. (Holborn 3754.) 

Sratistics.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 

GENERAL.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840) :— 
including Merchandise Marks. 

Standards.—7, Old Palace Yard, S.W.1. (Victoria 5822.) 





MERCANTILE MARINE.—20, Great Smith Street, S.W.1. (Vic- 
toria 8740) :—including Sea Transport Department, Con- 
sultative Branch (Survey), and Bvranches of Principal 
Examiner of Masters and Mates and Chief Examiner of 
Engineers. 

General Register of Shipping and Seamen—Tower Hill, E.1 


(Royal 0774-7.) 
ComPaANIES.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840). 
Companies (Winding-up), 33, Carey Street, W.C.2. (Hol- 


born 7641.) 

BANKRUPTCY.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 
Oficial Receivery.—Bankruptcy Buildings, Carey Street, 
W.C. 2. (Holborn 7641.) 

PETROLEUM.~—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 

SoriciTor.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 

FINnaNncEe.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 

INTELLIGENCE AND PARLIAMENTARY.—Great George Street, 
S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 

ESTABLISHMENT.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 3840.) 

Foop CounciL.—20, Great Smith Street, S.W.1. (Victoria 8740.) 

‘‘BoarpD OF TRADE JOURNAL.’—Great George Street, S.W.1. 
(Victoria 3840.) 

Temporary Department. 
CLEARING OFFICE (ENEMY DEBTS).—Administration of German, 


Austrian, Hungarian and Bulgarian Property and Russian 
Claims Department, Cornwall House, Stamford Street, S.E.1, 


(Hop 5820.) 
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